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T 0 
THE HONORABLE 


the Houſe of Commons, now AL 
ſembled in PARLIAMENT. 


He God of Heaven hath called you to awork of the 
greareſt Honour, ard greateff Difficulty, that lies 
upon any number of men, throughout the whole 
world at this day : To heal the wounds of Ziom, Obad.ver.lafſt, 
and be her infirumentall Saviours ; the Reparrers of 
the breach, and the Refterers of paths to dwell in; Ely 58. 12. 


and to build up the old waſts, and lay the ions, even of many 


generations ; To ſave and reſcue two Kingdoms, ( 4s you bave hel. 
ped to do 4 third already ) from moſt deierately-endangering ruin 


and make way, in them, for that bleſſed Proclamation of the ſeventh PO; 
Trumpet, Now are the Kingdoms of this world, become the VET 
Kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Chriſt ! 
10 ftrengthen your hearts, and hands in this ſacred i , 
as this Sermon, 6.9 pond call, firſt preſented it ſelf to your actentive 
ears, ſo by 4 ſecond command of yours , it is now tendred to your fa- 
vourable eye ; 4nd withalt expoſed tothe publikg view of all, whe- 
ther friends, or foes to the Peace and welfare of onr lernſalem, or 
Nemers, In it [ have /abowred ſo to Speak, to every ones conſerence, 
that did hear it, or ſhall read it, 4s to makg them 1. Senſible of 
what they ſhould have done, aud what they have done ; and theu 
2 Apprehenſive of what God hath done, and means to do with the 
general, and with them in particular , according to both his threat= 
nings, and mos ; and 3, by all Zealous for God and bis Church, 
and corfident of bis grace to his Church,and all ber faithfull helpers, 
eA 2 In 


The'Epiftle Dedicatory. | 
In the mean time, i bath pleaſed him, who © the onch wiſe 
God, and the ruler kings 3 ah thok paths are oy and 
truth, to ſuch as keep his er and his Teſtimonies ; to ex- 
erciſe bumility, fidelity, faith, and patience, by tidings nnexpe- 
fed from divers parts of the Kingdom ; And you have ſo far appre- 
hended his purpoſes in it, as to call us all, in and about the City, with 
Jour ſelves, to a ſolemn and extraordinary publike Humiliation, 
befare the Manthly day comes abont-+ I truſt, there 1s, and will for 
ever, be written upon Jour hearts, that holy care which I was bold to 
recommend wnto you, to enquire where the cauſe is, why God at any 
time expreſſes his diſpleaſure ; &4:hat not onely in reference to the 
Nation generalh,or any particular perſons in it, bat even to your own 


= ſelves, 4nd that as a'Body ; that ſo you may thereby be both direfted, 
aud excited to fulfill rhe will of God, acrording to whatſoever you do, 
* Whereof the or hall Sud axnifo in cup. | 


ierare ſome 17 #0 which, give me leave once more, to beſeech you, in the Name 
enlargement, of God, and bis Churches, to make ns and your ſelves at once happy. 
of our dangers Tow are our Healers, and while you ſubfift, 4s we ſhall not be alto. 
in the firſt gether miſerable , ſo neither withent your ſpecial! faithfulneſſe, 
—_— and- zeal, can we 4t1ainto any ferled proſperity. 7 ſhall not now in- 
| | 20 achc ſtance in any other particulars, having touched upon drver: in this diſ.. 
bour our hel- cowrſe, which you are now pleaſed to make one of your FFiritnall Re- 
pingth?. membrancers, /n it, / have taken the freedoms of others, to inſert a 
Church, and {1p things, which either ſtraits of tinse, or (hortneſſs of memory, forced 
- =p poveng 4 omi _ in the delivery*, The God , whoſe truth #t is, ſaulli- 
logue of ins fi* You and wa all by it, a4 by allthe reft of his Word of truths So 
2gainſt che ſc- ſhall the Truth make- ns and you free from all owr dangers and 
| verall Com- fegrs, of all indes, temporall, and Firitnall, and finally, glorifie ua 
| | - 4ll, in and with him, who is the eternall Truth, and cterndll Life, the 
| moymurtha Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; I» whom 7 am ever 


Your moſt humble, and 
Devored Servant 


HannkRT PALMER. 


PREACHED-AT- THE 
laſt Faſt, before the Commons 


Houſe of PARLIAMENT. 


ESTHER 4, VER. 13 14, 

Then Mordecai commanded tos anſwer Eſther, Think vot with thy ſelf, 
that thow ſhalt eſcape in the Kings houſe, more theu all the Jovs, 
For if thou altogether boldef thy peace &f this time, then « 

ement and deliverance arrſe tothe lews another place, 
but thou and thy fathers houſe ſhall be de , And who knows, 
whether thow be come ts the Kingdaw for ſuch a time as thus ? 


4 cexrſe, (aith the holy Propher Moſes unco 
f all the Congregation of 1/-ae/, now upon 
{ the borders of the promiſed Land, Der. 
| 11.26, Ever fince Adoſer knew them, they 
> || had not been inf good a remper, asthe 
f were at this inftant when he ſpake rhe 
words ; and yet he holds it no diſcowrreſie 
in him, nor diſperagewent to then, to ſet home his Exhortati- 
ons with theſe incencive quicknings ,' which he-after purſues 
with a great deal of variety and emphaſis, in. the larter cnd-of 
that Book, Chap. 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, 

Weare fallen into times, wherein, if ever, Gods people need 
all manner of .quicknivgs from Gods word, when as his provi- 


dence- is abour. t- do ſome terrible thing for, or agaiaſt che 
B Church, 


Text, 


==} Ebotd, I ſit before you this day, 4 bleſſing axd Prefice, 


A Sermon preached before the 


Church, orbotk.:I would hope, we are upon the-barders of thar 
promiſed blefing, which wear leaſt have made ro our elves 
many agime Ad 1 do borne area or To the Wortem: 
per rhar ever /WEAFEcre.. 2 - | 4 ont "other _—0 © is altoge- 
ther apparent; we areAillupon the borders of ruine, andof one 
of the wotulleſt curſes, that ever befell a Nation profeſſing Gods 
Name, Let ic not then found harſh to any ear , ſpecially ogſo 
ſalerpn a day of Humiliation, that: a Text+ is preſented, which 
carries not a #eſſig onely, but alſo a c«rſe, ip the very Forehead 
of it; It is, that we may take onr choiſe; as Aofes afterward 
amplifies the like ſpeech, chap. 3e-19. And for any thing 1 
know, or any man elſe, as we that are here before God this 
day, dochule, even thy day, we may fare our ſelves, and all owr 
Iſrael with us, at leaſt, inthe Good, the Bleſſing held forrh. 
-But I Preface no longer, 


T He words contain ſummarily, | The neceſſity, and excon- 


ragement of ntmoſt veuturing. fer the Churches help, in tinue 0 

= . danger, | The. Jews, af Sh vime, Gods onely. richly 
Churchonearth, were now in-one of thegreateſt dangers that * 
ever threatned a Nation. The ſtory is well known; I cannoc 
ſpend time todecipher it, It is my great comfort, in that and 
the whole of my Diſcourſe, that I ſpeak co wiſe men; elſe the 
multitude of rracters to-be cranded'rogarher, within the allocred 
compaſle of time for this-holy Exerciſe, would ſuffer prejudice 
among us, by my neceſſary haſt ; Therefore alſo T ſhall give you 
no ether diviſion of the Text, then into the Points that thence 
ofter themielves roour. preſent inſtraRion, I willname them 
all- together, and: ſhew you: the: Riſe of the ſeveralls az we go 


The fir Do&ineis, { Every. one of Gods profeſſed people owe 
their endeavours, with the utmeſt hazard of themſalues, to help the 
Church in _ anger.) it Ks | TY 

The ſecond this, | Private ſelf-refpeiis, prove Inder AnCes 
to moſt neceſſary pan ] OOO EOAr_ 


Thethird, [ Thoſe whom private, and: ſelforeſpetts hinder from | 
the Churches help, can bave no aſſurance, what ever ſrensi me 
tages they way hope pon , thas obey (bull efcape wore | My 

. e 


Honourable Fonf# of *Communs. 
The f6atth is, [ Thingh thoſt #hd\&s wo bepefis Do bt inflru- 
Wn btw ful hora wr: \ yet —_— 


ſhalt nor fail her, fo tara” to Gods promiſes. 

Tas 189 | Thatghrke Chitrch be delyvered plat yet k 
deftruttion is owing to them w1d thtirs, that have negleed their wt« 
moſt endeavour for ber help. | | 5 £521 

" ThE xth is; [ There & great hoper, that thoſe who art extraordss 
uatity Faiſed wp, to 4 fpeciall opportatvity of ſerviceableneſſe to rhe 
Church, art intended by God to procare ber help, if they will them. 
ſelves, and be farbfab, ] 

All theſe Points will appear to be moſt daturally raiſed from 
the ſcope and words of the Text, and all of fingular ole for our 
edification, according to the preſent condicion of rhings among 
ns ; As the ſequell will ſhew, 


The firt Do&rin is this ; [ Every ane of Gods profeſſed people, 1. Doftrin, 


owe their endeavours, with the utmoſt baz.ard of the ſelves , to help 
the Church in tithe of danger. | _ 


' Morheca?t former charge to Efther, and this re-inforceinent Grounded” on 
inthe Fexr, ſuppoſes this DoQrin fully; It had been too the Example * 
.- in the Text, 
Friend,” to ſo deſperate a piece of ſerviee; if upon this generall' ©; 
ot6iind, ic had of been a certaih, and/indifpeniable duty. N cron = 


pwnd, to par fo great a Perſon, tov injwrions, to prefie ſo dear a 


was hers, therefore all ochers 'reſpeRively;y all ours particularly: 
Nothing could diſcharge her, nothing can acquirtus. Conſider, 
and compare ; r. Her Perſon andours : 2, Herperill : 3. Her 
ſmall likelihood of prevailing : 4. And the certainty of the 
bafitiefſe ro be done without her, - bY 

"1, Her Perſon: Which of us, even the higheſt, matches her 
grcatnefſe ? how extreamly below are the moſt ? who hath ſo 
mnch ro loſe,- if we loſe all, as ſhe? Thoſe we venture for,”are 
our equalls, or neer it forne'#f them, ahd many are foperionrs' 
ro the moſt, She was far above ll her Narion,-of whom the' 
beft were diftrefled criburaries, and multitudes lictle berrer chen 
ſlaves.' She venrared 'alone, none with her, none for her, wee 
bave many evgaged as well, as far-as we ; and we have cauſe 
to be glad of them, as well ##they 6 us; Tf then ic Were her 
duty, to endeavonr and rencore, tt is ours without all perad- 


veheure, | 


B 2 2: What 


1. Perſon, © 


4 A Sermon preached before the 

2, Pcrill, 2. What was the haz.wrd ſhe weft ruſh «pox? or whatis the nt- 

moſt venture ? Death. This was hers. And what death more 
certain, or uſually more repreachfall, then for breaking through 
the known Law of an Impecious Monarch? This ſhe muſt ex- 
poſe her ſelf ro. While yer this charge and threatning of her 
tells us, | that it is ns fr but 'a duty f, neceſſity, to | ana "* 

ard of a peoples, of G ples, ſafety, e any ſuch formality o 
ons Lav, | Yet andere ac-arac this, her dan- 

er in humane appearance had been none at all, becauſe though 
the were a Jeweſſe, yet not known to be ſach, And now can 
our hazard by endeavor be worſe, ( at the worſt ) or more 
certain, or more reproachfull (though the reproach lefle juſt) 
then hers? or toany of us, can there be leſſe hazard, if we for- 
bear alcogether avy endeavour? If then ſhe muſt not forbear 
becanſe of peril, no more may we , without the greatef? peril 
of linne. 

2. Improba» 3+ Howunlikely was it ſhe ſhould prevail with one who in 
biiry of ſuc- thirty dayes had not called for her, though his wife? and now 
cclle, preſſing vpon him againſt his Law? and appearing 1n oppoſition 

rohis ſo dored on Parling Hamas ? and of aDecree, already ſent 
forth into all-his Dominions ? which alſo by the Law of the 
Medes and Perfians (eemed unalterable, and fo the Caſe reme- 
dileſſe alrogether this way ? Is there any thing we are tg Endea- 
vour ( let it be what it will ) ſounlikely roproſfper, as this un- 
dertaking of hers? yer for this muſt ſhe pawn her life: And 
what may we then refuſe ? | 
4 Needlcfle . 4+ Was it not pity, todrive her forward againſt ſach a Ca- 
| atcewpr, nons-mouth ; when though ſhe ſare ill, the Bulinefſe ſhould be 
| done ? (himſclfrells her ſo ) in which ſhe might be loſt, and 
do nothiog at all coic? What greater certainty can we bave, 
or what equall , that what we are called co Endeavour and Ven= 
ture for, will-proſper if we de altogether nothing ? How many 
would then indeed reſolve to do nothing, and think themſelves 
excuſable roo ? Bur ſo-might not ſhe, nor ſo may nor we, withows 
| fon can be excuſed; For it appears » that according to the Dofrin, 

Confirmed by [ £9079 n0 of Godt profeſſed people, awer, Ge, 

{ Scripzuces and -Let us confirmit by a fewv.other Examples,and then by ſome 
Examplcs, Reaſons, 1 Job, 2,16, Fe onght to lay down exr lives for t Fay 
hs. $ 


- ae »$—d IK B-Balag i K-33 
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Flonograble Houſe of Commis. 
threw, Here is the DoArin and Daty fully aflerted, The Bre- 
thren, the Chareh, have a righe to our »twoſ# endeavour, with 
what hazard ſoever ; we owe it to thern, we onght to vencure our 
lives, and when the pinch comes, aiZually part with them, And 
hereis an example, beyond example, in the words foregoing, of 
God himſelf; Chrift God and Man both, laid down His hu- 
mane life for His Church. Hereby perceive we the love of God to- 
wards us, in that he layd down his life fer ws, This onght to be Rea- 
ſon ſufficient tous, to hold our ſelves obliged tothe ſame haz ud 
in our mealure, in thankefulveſſe ro Him, and imitation of 
Him, and to teftifie the trath of oxy love, which we profeſle to 
bear to the Church, as the Apoſtle was now exhorting to love. 
Love denies nothing of exdeavowrs, ventures all things of ba- 
z.44, for the ObjeR loved, So ought we to do, becauſe we 
ought to love the Church, and profeſſe we do love it. So Sainr 
Paul, Col. 1 24. 1 now rejoyee in my ſufferings for you, and fill 
up that which is behinde of the ſaffering: of Chriſt in my fleſh, for 
his bodies ſake, which is the Church, Here 18 another great Exam- 
ple, not onely of this Duty ackwowledged, but yraftiſed, and that 
with joy 3 and asa deb? tro Chriſt and his Chorch : A ftrong Rea- 
ſon alſo iofinuated; All Chrifts Members muſt ſaffer ater His 
example, even for the Charches good ; not meritorienſly, or ſa- 
tifatoriy, ( which was onely propet ro him the 'Head )/ 

by 'way, of conformity co Him, and teffimeny to them, to ſeal 
hereby, tbe truth of the DoQrin of Chriſtianiry, of fairh and 
holineſſe, and proclaim it worthy ſuffering for, and to propagate 
, while any oppartnniey is afforded, in deſpight of ſufferings. 
Moſes alſo of old, ventures and:forfers all his grearnefſeit the 


b 
Court of «/£gyp, being therepured and adopted- ſor of Pha- 5< 


Paxl. 
Sce a:{o, 
Phil.2. 17. & 
2 Tin 2.19 


Moſes. 
2 alſo, Heb, 


raohs danghter, for his brethrens ſake, the children of 7ſraet *** 


under oppreſſion, even for the reſcue of one of them ryrannical- 
ly abuſed, Exod, 2. And fo eAaron, Numb. rp Ree tg 
his people bur the day before, were in rebelbov againft him, 
and would have thraft him or of his Office,” and-ar the preſenc 
had again renewed their matizy againſt him and Hoſes, cry- 
ing out, Te have killed che prople of the Lord, when it was Gods 
own immediate vengeance hae Rrack them, and for thiswnr- 
wwring he now firikes them PEST as 14700, of (them on, 
3 f 


eAaresv, 


By Reaſons 


mo 


Reaſon Is 
We owe our 
ſclves wholly 
to God. 


4 Sermon preached before the 
ofthe plague in.aquarterofan houre or lefle. Into the middeſt 
of which multitude with exereame danger, Are» to fave them 
ventures himiſclfe, apd. rupnes in with his cenfer and: 1ncenſe, 
berween. the /zving andthe dead, romake an «ronement for them, 
Here was an admurable charity- indeed; rypifying Chriffs, our 
great high Prieſts, both dying and praying for his very enemies 
and crucifyers, Aud David, whenhis people were in danger of 
the deliroying Angel, offers himſelfe ro his ſword , his owne 
life 10-the Peltilence,that they wight be ſpared, 2 Sam. 24. 17, 
Fivally even Joeb, though a manof blond, and when his torne 
came to die, unwilling emough ,(1 Kwgs- 24) yet can encourage 
himſclfe and his brocher coo, ro venture thetnſelves ro the ut- 


moſt, for their. people the cities of their. God,everthough not certain _ 
of the ſucceſle, which he therefore wholly referres to God, Lev 


the Lord doe that which ſcemes himgoed, 2 Sam. 10.11, 12, And 
great reaſon for all this « whether we” conſideg God or the 

hurch , gur (elvesor the enemicsor friends'of the Church,or 
Ne Ode paſod Pap Him 

1, All God People Owe themſelves Certainly to Him, 
te Doe all thin ee atk Saffer Sim at md Bidding, 
and for His Sake. If then He. eAppoint to Doc any of this, or allthu, 
forthe, Churches ſaks, we Owe it as a-Daty Unqueſtionably, What 
ay.You-to this? Brethren, whar think you of Se; Pauls ſaying) 
Tow axe net. your owne? 1 Cori, 19; What have\yon , whith'ts 
not His, by Creation, by Preſervation; firciall Providence and gift? 
And may He not call for allthat is His; at any time , or any 
way? .Aze not.you His, by Redemption too? Toware bought: with 
« price,therefaxe glorify God im yotr-body and in your fpirits which 


: are Gods, x' Cor. 6.:20, Setarhad you once his flaves; and you 


; didhis worke, fulfilled his lus, with body and ſoule and all 


that you had; and all that-was' DiſBonexy to God'exceedingly. 
NowGod harh-boughryon with price.ſuch a price as the preci- 
ous bleud of His ownSon;ean you chaſe bot owe your [cops wholly 
te Him, ac His pleaſure? Once more;; are you nor His altoge- 
cher, by.covenanc?- A right He hath-in' you even thar way: as 
mugh as ic is poſſibly for'you to pterend, of imagine your ſelves 
ever.to have beep your owpa Wharis:the covenarie of Chrifti- 
enitrglainly - bas for Himye be our Gat; i and we Hi? people? Jets 
. Wo. ' 3$1433s 
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31+33. and every where, and Heb, 8, 10, to devy our ſelves, 
take up ow7 Groſſe daily, and follow Hime, Lake y. 23.19 ſel ah, Mat, 
13+ 44:45,46.forſaksahbet al, Luke 14.16:33.0r ele we ate 
told by the Troth ic ſelfe, we are no Chriſtians; we camor be has 
Diſcale:?Now doth nor all thigamount to all endeeverr, 2nd the 
Veutwreof the wimoſ# hazard? What can any one except againſt 
this, or except out-ofchis? Thou haſt ar) ef«v0; who- gave it thee, 
but God? ( Kicbes avd bononr are of thee, &'c, 1 Chron. 29. 1:.)or 
rather lenc it thee, made thee Reward of it? He appoints thee to 
lay out ſo much for ſach an nſe, gives the Charch «4 Letter of 
Attwrney: 15it not thy due to yeald it vpon) detnand ? Thon baft 
honour and: dignity; who promoted thee? Pſal,yy, 7, God is rhe 
Judge, He puts doen ene and ſets up another. If He will have thee 
lay it down and give over chy office, maift thoufay, I am not 
bound co yeeldco it? Thon haſt friends, who maderhem friends, 
and able to ſhew chemſelves friendly , but God who rules all 
bearts'? If He will thee to fleighe their friendſhip inrhisorthar 
caſe canit thou ſay;.chog oweft Him no ſuch reſpec? Thou art a 
Freeman,in bondage to none;who made thee free fpirirtrally,bur 
Chriſt? made thee be borne a freeman cemporally,(not aſtave, 
asin ſome countries.) bue God? ifhe callthee' ro'yenare lyin 
in a n, as aprifoner; @ captive; or'tome im bonde and 
debis rodoe Him nceeffary fervice'; wile thou ſay” thon owe 
Him ao ſach ſervice?In a word.thy lims, ſenſe, life, whence tnidf? 
thou. them, or haſt them firſt and laft ? may He nor therrcom- 
mand them all? Oweſtzhownor all of thetrrro Hirri ?and ſortiy 
ſeife inall reſps&s ro: Haw?” and: accordingly<.ro OT 
at His wil?Remembertchis as the firftmain Reaſot),apor whith 
all che reſt 'depend- They: are divers, bnt'of each ofthe more 
briefly. 


/ For 27; God hah made the Charch his receiver of all it rexts aid Reaſon 1, G 
durr,fo fer ac ber need requires,Plainly God every whete exprefits, The Church 


that He counts that done or not done 16 Hits ;which is dont or nit done is Gods Receb 


ver,as much 
as ſhe recds. 


te Hs Church, Chriſt, yg Aer ron hy as _ file of 

His ſentences at che great day , (even referring to 

particular encbere inktiee vegletied) Pow ted tro mi, Tow 

did it not to me, Mir25 Wherenowalfo ,the very Reprobater, 

and now doomed to darritiation, dare not dety but they _ 
A 
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all reſpe& to (friſt; and ſpeak as though they wonld not have 
negleRed it, if they had lookrat it as reaching to Him , fo that 
He would bave taken ic co heart. Bur they might have known 
(wemay) from ſo many expreſſions.in His word ; that in refe- 
» rence to the Churches neceſſities, Chriſt and the Church are one; 
and have but ove xaxe, Jer.23-6, with 33. 16. and 1 Cor.12.12, 
If we could ſee no Reaion; for this , yer ſince he fo often faith 
ir, wemuſt not choppe logicke with Him, and offer 10 deny it, 
Real; but if wy would, nn £75 aan nt A—— = — 
faſon 3. . God # ſpecia f earth , or ai ea Accords 
The Church is ,g Ha pod. we. Axel is Hi giery Eſa,46. wit.(The Church 
; glory 08 (:4;/f5 ſpouſe and His kingdome) He is glorifiedin their wel- 
: fare, when theic number encreaſes their (ins are purged, they 
freed from judgements and enemies , and their proſperity ad- 
vanced, Therefore to endeayour this with our whole firen 
and utmoſt hazard, is our duty, 44 well as to love Him with our 
whole hearts, and ſoules, and minds, and ſtrength , and to doe all 
things to His glory, And we cannot faile in any thing ; but we 
faile ſo much i» owr /ove to Him ; and diſhewewr Him fo mach; 
therefore, 
Reaſon 4 _ 4, Weprayfor this, for the (Rvings when we underftan- 
We pray torit dingly pray a8 Chriſt hath taught us, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy 
- .—— hingdome come, T hy will be done in earth,asit is in Heaven. And we 
_—_— mock God if we fo pray , and endeavour it not, with all cheer- 
full readineſle , univerſal praftice, and conſflant continuance, like 
the Angels in Heaven, though wecannor reach their perfetion; 
nor are they. put upon hazards , becauſe they have no lin;and fo 
no ſuffering, tqundergoe, bur 
Reaſon 5. 5. The very example of the Angels endeayours affords a 
Angels give Odiſtin@ argument of our obligation, T hey are ſent forth ro 
us cxawple, miniſter for their ſakestharſhall be the heirs of falvation, Heb, 
I.14+ It 1s noctoo meananofficethen forthe greaceſt on earth, 
Reaſon 6 © endeavour the Churches helpe. For, 
Al _ 6, All things , and perſons are ordained for the (hurches ſake. 
thungs and ; 
| perſons ar: fo, TE Very world continues, thatevery one that * Gods Decree 
zhe Churches belongs.toche Church, ſhould be converted, and be brought to 
lake, repentance, 2 Pet. 3.9. All gifts are beſtowed for the Churches 
ſake, The manifeſtation of the Spirit is grven ts every man, toprofit 


withall, . 


- 
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withall, 1 Cor.12.7. all forthe Churches profic, and fo 1 Cor. 3+ DoZ. 1» 
21,32, All things are yours, whether Þ al, or NR or Cephas , of, 

the world, or life or death, or things preſent or things to come, all are 
yomr?, All, not only things, bur perſons, Apoſtles, and Miniſters, 
Kings, and Parliaments,and all, areevery one of them intended 
for the Church; God called this Parliament for his (hurches ſake; 
and his Churches ſake it « that he hat fo eſtabliſh and cont i- 
need it, Andthe Prophet cells how that ic was for Jacob his 
ſervants ſake and 1ſrael his elett, that God raiſed up Cyrw and 
gave him viRories, holding his right hand , and ſubduing Nations 
before him , and looſing the lojnes of Kings, opening the two leaved 
gares,&c. Eſay-45.ver. 1.4. And cliewhere chat Kings ſhowld be EC 

nur ſing Fathers to his Church, aad Qucenes nurſes , and that they ,, + AO 
ſhould carry the Churches children in their armes , and upon their 09 © 
ſhaulder1,and give them ſ#ck,do even the meaneſt offices of help to 

them, with all diligence and paines-taking and breaking their 

ſleep(as Nurſes uſe for their nurſlings) for their good. And all 

this Cyr*« hach taught us, ro be not onely prephefies of whar 

ſhall be, bur precepts of what oughtro be: Por underſtanding 

of the prediction, Eſay 44.35, that he ſhould build the Temple, 

he takes itto be a command givento him ; as he proclaimes to 

all the world, z Chron.z6, Ezra 1, Thus all humane authority on And even the 
earth is for the Churches good, And which is farre higher and very Authori. 
a moſt exceedingly admirable expreſſion, the very eAmnthority * of Cluilt ia 
of Chrift in Heaven, (though ultimately for his own glory , the —— 
glory of God, yer)is alſo intended for the Churches good. So 
remarkeably and fully ſpeakes the Apoſtle, Epheſc1. 22+ God 

gave him tobe the Head over all things to the (hurch, How much 

more are earthly men ſo meant?- Icis injurious therefore with- 

ontqueſtion not to God onely, but to the Church in point of 

right, for any man on earth to withhold any thing from her, 

whereby ſhe may be helped or benefited. Foralſo 
. 7. Thecomfarti(as well as Talents) that we have received, we p, aſon 

may inftrumentally thank the Church for them, as our Mother that Oo fs 
bare 4; and her children as our brethren and fiſters, that hel- arc from the 
ped to bring us up, both naturally and ſpiritually; and doe (till Church. 
(while we live)more for us then we can poſſibly requice, wich 
cur utmoſt endeayour and venturing * ſelves for them. 


Thank: 


Even Kings, 
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—_ —_— . - Ny EIS 
. Every one by their fins have ſundry wayes endangered t 
«rar Church, and do almoſt continually ; an Ac God, ond ſome- 
endangered tirnes men againſt her ; diſhearcning the Friends, and irengrh- 
her, ning the Enemies, by evill Words, and Examples. We owe 
then by way of ſa#fattion to he r, and repentance toward God, 
to do henceforward onr utmoſt to help, and reſcne, and fireng- 
then her every way, This was Davids reaſon, in the foremen- 
tioned 2 Sam. 24. and Pauls provocation to his duty,doubtleſle, 
| many a time, This isthe more ftrong, becauſe Rill— 
Reaſon. 9. 9. The Church hath many Enemies, who do,and will do their worſt 
Enemies do againff hey, and are ſpecially enconraged, and advantaged by 
thcirumof, gyrinegleR. They get ground as mnch as we withdraw, and 
give back; And our valour makes them atleaft at a fland, and 
is ſome diſcouragement tothem. Alſo — 
Reaſon. 1 0, 10, When any of Gods people ſhrinks, he endangers to break, the 
Friends fail, Ranks, and diſorder others, and make them run away from 
or are ſtreng- their Colours, as well as himſelf ;' or at leaft ſads their hearts, 
_ p/ weakens theirhands , and makes bare their fides , and contra» 
wed" fily, each ones vigour and valonr adds fRirength to his compa- 
nions every way. Weowe it tothem then, and to the profeſſi- 
on we have made to fiand to them, and live and die with them. 
Andrhere are great examples both wayes of this. 
11, Finally, By-ſtanders, and Nenters, are much led like (ſhe 
Reaſon, 11, J / ep 
So By itand- by the eye, and though fearful, yet are ſometimes engaged by our 
ers inthceir courage. But tobe ſare, they learn fearfulneſſe of m; And ifthoſe 
degree. ſee w backward any way, whoſe intereſts ſeem to be more in 
the Cauſe then theirs, they will eafily think themſelves excu- 
ſed ; And then their fins will prove ours. This'I ſpeak, to thoſe 
that in a more peculiar manner profeſſe themſelves Gods p2o- 
ple ; though others alſo are profeſſed Chriſtians at large ; there 
ſhould be no ſach difference, if all would come vpto their du- 
ties : But Gnce all will not, at leaſt not readily, we that are 
outwardly forwardeſt avy way, muſt be ſo every way, elſe I ſay, 
we diſcharge not our debt, and duty, and give ill example to 
thoſe that are too too backward of themſelves, So I have 
done with the proof ofthe firſt Poinr, which is the main fourda- 
tion 


Doft,i, Thankfulneſſe then tics us, beſides all former Obligations. The- 
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tion of all, and therefore not to be lightly paſſed over, but put Do#, 1. 
beyond all gain- ſaying. I come nowto the Uſe of ir. 
The Uſe chat I ſhall make of this firſt DoArin byir ſelf, is Uſe, 

4 Onely to provoke us all, roa ſerious conſideration,of our Church Contide ation 
85 and Nations dangers, calling for our utmoſt help ; as alſo what 1.Of Chnch- 
<2 _ help is poſſible and neceſſary for ns to afford ; ( raking in Ireland ©* C__— 
< alſo into oar thoughts , though T cannot at every turn name it, OS EP: 
= 
[£3] 
Un 


but i muſt never be forgotten, ſpecially on theſe ſolemn dayes 

ſeeking God ; their unhappineſſe affording us the firſt ad van- 

her of enjoying this publike happineſle of thele dayes of humi- 

I ation , towards our own good as well as theirs,) Where we 

Awe help, we muſt needs conſider the need of help, and the 
Wecans of it. 

P4 The Churches dangers needing belp, are reducible to two heads, 

wdgments, and Sins, Both together pur us into the condition of 

racl, Nebem. 9, 37. whoſe ſad expreſſion is, We are in great 

i/trefſe. Indeed far greater then theirs was then, as a compari- 

n would fully clear, but that I have noleafure for ir; neither 
all I now ſay all that I intend on either Head, becauſe the fol- 
£4 lowing Points require a reſervation of ſomewhat of each kind, 
to re-inforce them : But yer even to make further way for 
them, and in the mean time for a briefdiſcourſe of the means 
of help, ſomewhat alſo muſt here be premiſed of the Chorches 
dangers, both in regard of judgements, and (ins. 

For eur dangers, in regard of Judgments, 1 may thus recapi- 1 Judg- 
culate them. Firſt, An attempt , upon a deep-rooted , leng- ets. 
projected deſigne, to ruin Religion, Gods true Religion, our *- AeMPt *- 
Laws, and Liberties; and in, and for all this, this preſent Par. STE 
liament, 

2, An Army raiſed for this, by P apiſts-comnſels,enemies tothe true » A-my raiſed 
Religion, and conſequently to our State, and Laws, by which gia. 
it is eſtabliſhed ; Made op for the moſt part of men of d-erate 
Ftrits, enemies to Parliaments, and Laws, becanſe cthernielves 
are Delinquents, and reſolve to be Libertines ;' and men of de- * 
ſd*ratt forrmnes, "and therefore enemies ro the propriety and-true 
liberty of che Subje&;, wichour the violation of which they , racmics 
catinor ſabſiſtin rheir broken condirion, poſſelle our 
3- . Theſe enemies poſſeſſmg the Perſon.of ony Kimg , abuſing his King. 
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Dott, 1, minde, bytheir wicked ſuggeſtions, and counſels ; his Name, to 
Uſe. countenance all their lawlefſe outrages , and tocaſt all manner 
| — the of reproaches upon the Parliament, and particularly, upon prime 
-"_—_ dan- Members of both Houſes. IH 
4. They have 4+ Theſe enemies having prevailed in many places, torob and 
prevailed far, ſpoil houſes, villages, towns, countreys ; to carry away Priſo- 
ners, ard uſethem with morethen barbarous cruelty ; to kill and 
defiroy, many in the field in opex war, ſome in cold blood, (if 
their boyling rage and malice canever be ſaid to becold blood ) 
and not a few, by worſe then bruciſh uſage in their Priſons; to 
violence, and violate mens conſciences , by forcing upon them 
the Proteſtation againſt the Parliament. 
g. Their 5» Theſe enemies being in themſelves, many in number, and of 
ſtrengthe- great ſtrength; in divers places apparently fironger then we, in 
noughto en- all kinde of ſtrength, ( except ſpirituall ) andin the whole, po- 
canger all, yerfull enough to put all into exceeding hazard, by force and 
fraud, arms and conſpiracies, ( wicneſſe Bryfof, and the late 
damnable Plot againft the Parliament and City ) ſpecially con- 
fidering the multicude of ſecret enemies, leeming. but Neuters, 
intermingled every where with us , ſpecially in all conſiderable 
places ;( the City is not, the Parliament it ſelf hath not been 
free ) and not a few, even almoſt pefeſes enemies, let alone and 
ſuftered, in the very Ciry, and much more in the Councreys ; 
and too many falſe and treacherows friends in the Armies, and 
every where. Beſides multitudes of profeſſed Nemters, ready to 
fall to the enemies, whereever they ſhall appear ſtronger, and 
. inthe mean time, affording as little help, as poſſible they can, 
the rather becauſe the worſt of the Parliaments exclaimed a- 
gainſt ſeverity, is coxrteſie tothe ordivary uſage of their adver-= 
laries againſt any chat have inthe leaſt oppoſed them. 
6. Churches 6+ Onur friends smpoveriſht daily, withour means of reſtaura. 
| friends w:ak ration, diſheartened by mutuall jealoufics. divided by differences 
aud few. in opinion, diminiſhed by deaths, and captivities, without hopes 
of ranſom, and few grow up intheir rooms, 
7 Forrain' 7, Forrain States and Conmntreyes, at the beft no friends, while 
Scates help in the mean time, Papiſts in ſeverall parts , afford great aſſiſt= 
net, but hurt ance co our enemies, by contributions of Moneys, and Arms: 
_ And fo haye ſome of our pretended Friends done ket con- 
lences 


a 
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ſciences will one day pay them to the full for it, on earth, or a De#F, x, 
worſe place, (or both ) as fighters againſt God and his true Reli=» Uſe, - 
gion ; and ſelf: condemned in their own hearts, for worſe rebells Conſider the 
( if we be thought by them to beſo at all ) then any rhetorick Chu ches dan- 
can make us. on by Lan 

8. Ireland, not onely affords us no help, but helps to waſt g 11,141. 
our Eſtates, our Provitons, Arms, Ammunition, while the Re» waſts, and 
bels there are in part fucrniſhe from forrain States , and now at ©2dangers, 
laſt,threatning us alſo with an atuall Invalion; and at leaſt ſome 
of thoſe Rebels being actually in Arms #gain(t us, 

Lay now all theſe cogether, and we muſt needs acknowledge, 
that our danger is exceeding great, and we all i» great diſtreſſe, 
in regard of the Judgments that lie upon, aud threaten our 
Charch and Nation, and Ireland with ns, 

And now ic is time, that we come to conſider oor Nations :. Churches 
ſins a lictle, as the provoking Cauſe of all theſe Judgments : danger by? 
For ſo the Prophet reſolves the Queſtion, why the ſword was /** vf Nation 
ſent againſt Judah, Jer. 4.18, Thy wayes, and thy doings have 
procured theſe things to thee : This us thy wickedneſſe, becauſe it is 
bitter, and becauſe it reaches unto thy beart, Toſhew this, we will 
ſcan firft, how many wayes a Nation may be called ſinful, ac- 
cording to the. phraſe, Eſa 1. 4. and « prople laden with iniquity: 
Andthen ſee, whether in all thoſe reſpeRs, our Land be not un- 
deniably ſinful, and laden with tranſgreſſions, 

Five wayes a Nation may deſerve the name of finfull, ,, 
Firſt, when all ſorts @»d ra»kg, that is, many in each of them , are 77,207 08d 
apparently tainted with finne. : 

2, When particular fins, as ignorance, drunkenneſſe, ſearing, 2 The moſt 
prophanenefle, (any one ſach notorious fin, and much more, if fainted with * 
divers) dee viſibly taint the greateſt number in a Nation, every 2772* Hinde 
C__ according to theexpreſſion, Exzck, 22, Thew haſt done thuu © * 
and thus, 

3+ When any viſible iniquity , though praiſed but by ſome ,. a few no-. 
few, # uot at all puniſht though there be law againſt it, This comes torious fins 
under another phraſe in the forementioned chapter, £zck, 22, alrogether un- 
Inthee ; in thee have they ſet light by Father and Mother ; in the Pant, 
widdeft of thee, have they done thus and thus : We know the very a Sh 
pot enquiring after Achay, (there 3 been aparticular war- | 


3 nivg, 


A Nation 
finfull 5.waye. 


4 
Do7T,i. ming, thatone ſach man would make all //-ae/accurſed ) made 

U e. Godcharge his ſingle fa& upon all the Nation, /ſrael! have ſinned, 
Corilider the and they have trangreſſed, &c. Toſ9.And accordingly he threatens 


Chirchcs -, Porto br with the N ation any more, except they found him out,and 
danger by 1ns -aniſht him accord ivgly. 
Nationall. O 


«filenr, 4+ Whenthe Lawes are too weak and ſlack, or altogether filent in 

4 cnet "res the reffraint of wickedzeſſe. This could - indeed n, inthe Jew- 
reſtrain ſin. iſh common-wealth, becauſe they had lawes of Gods own ma- 
king , to puniſh all manner of cranſgreſſions , that God would 

have to be puniſht : Bur ſince other Common-wealths have ta- 

ken to themſelves (I am afraid farther then God allowes) a Li- 

berry to count themſelves free from his penal laws,it is mani = 

poſſible,thar they may be wanting iv neceflaty laws,to ſoppreſle 
ungodlineſle; & then they makethe Nation guilty of ſuch fins,as 

for want of gbod las are praQtiſed; In that ther Azthority that 
God hath given in aNationto make laws forthe obſervation of 

His divine Lawes, is not put in execxtion ſufficiently. Authority, I 

ſay, ibs ih bor making ſach neceſſary lawes, and inferiours fin in 

not followingthem with petitions andjimportunities for the ma* 

kivg of them. And ſo all are firfall, che Nation & finfull, 

« fie cammes-- 3 Much more when any fin hath any kinde of conntenaxce, and 
nanced,or al- alowanct from e Authority, and ſpecially from lawes: and that offen- 
lowed by law. ders againſt Gods commandements, can plead mans approbation,if 
not command in ſome ſort, of their praRtiſes. This is the Hrgheff 

ard worſt degree of all, nor onely becauſe ir doth immediately 

taint the generality in point of pratice; but layes a cxrſed foun« 

dation of vilifing all Gods lawes in any thing when it appears 

to inferiours,that ſuperiours (though men like themſelves) dare 

— oy ſo to crofſe Tn Anthority with theirs. | 

OF And now fin all theſe reſpeRs , our Nation is greatly gvilt 

a Gofan of tranſ$reſſioh and finne againſt oor God and 7: An 4 Kin 4 
by acknowlcdg- we are beyond all peradventure a ſinful! Nation, avd a copia 
ments of al). laden with iniquity; and for this , for the preſent I onely appeale 
to ever.ones conſcience, that ſtemes to have any ſenſe of con- 

ſcience, and co the geverall complater thar there 1s every whett, 

of ſotnething or othet in.all theſe kindes. Even. they oft times, 

thar notoriouſly help co fill up the meaſure of a Nations wicks 
edneſſe, doe yer.themſelves complain aload of the aziver ſality of 

| corruption, 
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corruption, and fin of all ſorts, and in all ſorts. Let me then rake Doll-x, 


them, and all others .at their own words in this, and judge them 
out of their own moths(God will be ſure to doe ſo one day,) thac 
they have acknowledged our Land and Church to be notgnly 
a greatly endangered, bur a deeply gwilty people; and ſoin both re- 
ſpes needing abundance of help , even the utmoſt that can 
poſſibly be afforded, by any, by all ofus, And that is the other 
conſideration, belongingto this Uſe; what help is proper and poſ+ 
fiblere be afforded tro the Church in this her need ? X 

1, Againſt the owtwerd danger, outward he)p is needed for our 
Nation; and Charch, and /re/axd alſo ; Counſels, purſes, per- 
ſons, whatſoever is ours, or can be juſtly procured by us,is owing, 
(as the dodrine hath ſhewed us) becau(e it may be be/pſull,and 
tnay be needed one time or other, for the Churches help. 

2. Againſt the whole of the danger, Prayer may be helpfull, and 
is alcogether needful, conftane,humble, penitent , faichfull, fer- 
vent prayer- I need not inſiſt on this, you have heard it al- 
ready this day abundantly,and powerfully. But of Humiliation 
not only as a comperion of Prayer, bur alſo as a Parextor Nurſe 
of it, and ſoasa 24 _ ofhelp for = —_ I = a 
liccle particularly ſpeak ; ſpecially chis being «4 ſolenme day 0 
Humiliation, wherein both God and man ——_ of ns, to Ac 
this, which Iſhall doe by ſhewing; firſt , what is the »atere 
it; and then ſecondly, the objeR' of ic, to what it extends, b 
as a dnty, op me 7 _ , bo = nature of it ; Prrangs" 
is 4 lyin . ting abaſed at Gods feet for mercy , ing firſt, 
a bones roofing por, ua to hr 4- things, " , Of 
natarall extreame ſinfulneſſs and corruption.aud particular fins, 4s 
12any 4s are kyowne, or by enquiry can br found out, with their aggra- 
vations. 2, O Rm of puniſhment thereby deſerved. 3. Of 
impoſſibility of eſcaping ſuch puniſhment without Gods favour... 4, O 
poſſibility of obtaining Gods favony , without repent ance and fart 
in Chriſt owr ſarety, 2. From all this making alſo an entire ſubmiſ[- 
fion aud yeeldeng to any temporal! correttion, wh God lajes or conti- 
nues, without murmuring, or offering to free our felves by ſinning a- 
£4ine in any kjnde, All this is included within the nature ofcrue 
humiliation. Which as ir is often called for inScripture ' asa duty, 
giving glory to God, in all his providence; and particularly m_ 
Juoge- 


Uſe, 


IE. 


Confider what 
help may, 


{l >uld be af- 
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2. Sp'ritual), 
1 Prayer. 
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Deft,t, Tudgements mixed with mercies, according to his Ford, and all 
Uſe, . his ſoveraigne dignities and titles of Creatour, Preſerver, Ruler, 
C-nider how and King of all men and Creatures;and all his gloriowe attributes 
RP mc of Juſt, Holy, Wiſe,Gracious,Powerfull, True. So* is it alſofre- 
urch by hu- , . . - 
miliation quently both in-generall and in the particular parts of it, made 
and appointed a neceſſary meanes of helping a Nation ; one 
place (hall now ſuffice for many, Lev.26.40,41. 1fthey ſhall con- 
feſſe their iniqnities,, and the iniquity of their Fathers , with their 
treiþafſe whereby they have rrebaſſed againſt me , and that alſo they 
have walked contrary unto me, and that A have walked tontrary 
to them, and have brought them into the land of their enemies ; if then 
their uncircumciſed hearts be humbled , and they then accept of the 
puniſhment of their iniquity ; Then will 1 remember, &'c, Andall 
this the rather , becauſe * ſach a Humiliation is both moſt neceſſary 
and moſt effefttwall, ro make us endeavour what ever elſe is con- 
ducible coward the Churches help, as ſpecially a holy Example, 
and aRivity for Reformation; of which afterwards. | 
2, How farizt Now for the obje& of Humiliation, It concernes (and would 
extcuds,name- though we our ſelves were both alogerher innocent , and free 
yo from all perſonalldavger ;) 1. The ſinsof the Nation, (we live 
among ) endangered alſo by his judgements felr,or feared. Bur 
much more, when our own being ſenſibly in danger , as well 
as others, calls us roremember our own fins , and be hambled 
for them, ſpecially being ſome way guilty alſo evenof the Na- 
tions ſins, as we ſhall ſee anon. 
Ms 2, This Humiliation for the fins of our Nation, muſt extend 
Forcfathers #0 the fintof our Forefathers; this we finde commanded , (by way 
for 5.Realons. of condition toa promiſe) Lev,26.49, and every where pradi- 
ſed in folemnHumiliations, referring to aNations good,as Ezr.g, 
Nehemiah 1,& 9. Daniel 9. Jerem.z. And the reaſons of this are 
cleare. 
1. Tenants 1. In that we as their heres, are juſtly lyable to puniſhments 
children lyable (remporall) for their fins in former times. Mens Juſtice re- 
rand - rags quires debts of Heires , namely the Landlords rents ; and for 
— waſtes committed againſt their leaſes; God may much more. 
This broke good /ofrahs heart, melted it into teares , when by 
the reading of the book of the Law, he found what -arrerages he 
and his land werein, for the forfeitures of their Forefathers; 
though 


«tion, even four forefarbers tins , as well as thoſe of the pre- 
D 


Fomourable Fuſe of (ommons. | f 
Though he had began co put himſelf and them,imo a better po. DoBZ,: 1. * 


ſture of ſervice, and duty , toward God their great Landlord : Application. 


So ſhould we alſo be affeRed » even with the fins of onr Ance- Conbdpc gs 
Q netp 


ftours. | 
2, Specially ifin avy thing we finde, that any worldly com- i——_— = 


modity we enjoy, is the fruic of their fin : Whereas Humane jng'of forcta- 
Paolticks excaſe, or. juſtifie,or commend thoſe ſins, that redound in chers. : 
appearance to worldly ſecurity, or advantage; as the letting 2 Enjoys 
evilt men, orevill practiſes alone, which might have been're-. "YO 
dreſt, and ſuppreſt, if not at one time, yet at another, had there 
been'a true, and through zeal for God, and faithin God. Di- 
time "wiſdeme' commands bumultation for ( and reformation of, if _ 
yerto be done ) ering \evils : Therefore holy Hezekgeb, * Kings 18. 
who trufted ith the Lord withall his heart, after his humble ac- 
knowledgments of manifold cranſgreſiions, ventures to pul down 
all the high-places, even ſuperſtitious, as well as idolatrous, 
which all former Reformers; even Aſa, and Jehoſbaphat in their 
times medled not with, And holy David,chough perhaps he had 
not power » to puniſh che treacherous murrhers of the 
great Generall Jo«b, yer cannotdiein peace, till he hath left a 
charge upon his ſon Se/owen,to pay that debt for him, 1 Kings 2. 
which therefotehe carefully fulfilled wichour delay. 

 3- Yer miore, It is required that we be bumbled for our fore- ;. Leſt we ap- 
fathers fins, leſt , as we are too apt, we either «pprove of the prove, or ex- 
evill of them, ( which elſe we could nor but in our conſciences © ran] 
condemn ) even becauſe it was their praftiſe to do thus, and: , © 
went no further in reforming ;. and. this we uſaally think ex 


Or 4. Left we ſbould maks it an argument: alſo, that God ts well | Oran 
oleaſed with ſuch, and ſuch things., becinſe eat bers ng fecal —_ 
ſo, and were not ſeverely plagued, bur rather flouriſhed in thoſe niſhe for ic. * 
wayes: Which alſo is a common prerence, for the continuance 
of evill practiſes, * - 4 Tx A RI = 

Or 5. Laſt of all, Left even after we en their ſins, 5: ocurn 
we ſhould again by temptation ,be pla fo Dr 19, : A or © Cm 
all which, there is no better »ridere (anderthe grace of Chriſt) them, = ©: 
then a ſad, and ſerious , and of? repeated, and renewed. bamnils- 


ſent 


13. A Sermon preached before the. 
| Dell;1, fem «tio», in our pation and people, | 
 Lpplication. f Eg to all this, we moſt be ſure to adde, { or rather to pre- 
"Uſe 1. mileit firſt inour hearts, though my method leads me to-name 
Connder how itlaſt) the humiliation for our own perſonall ſins ; As many av we 
| help the do, or can byftrict enquiry know, by our ſelves. And this ge» 
; Our gwn. Derally, forthe reaſons noted at the firſt ; Gods honour, our own. 
_— and our eſcaping wrab, through Gods mercy in 
Chrilt, | Y- 
Thoughre=  Andthis we muſtdo,even after we have reſolved, or began 
we... to reform, and alſo after we have reformed, how perfeRly (o- 
Neg ever, andevenhaveour pardon ſealed never {0 ſurc, The thew 
Pt majeſt remember, and be confounded , and never ogen thy month any 
more, when I ian pacified towards thee, for all that thew haff done, 
ſaith the Lord God, Ezek,16, 63, Andtothe like purpoſe, Exch, 
36.31, 32, Becanſe alſo, while we are but refoluing, or bagiar 
ning to reform onr ſelvet, we may ſuddenly revels, even to 
worte then before, if a, throwgh, Humiliation, ſhame, forrow, 
and: fear, keep net. And afterwe have reformed: moſt, cons. 
peely, fill ſome taints remain irſ-our own. hearts, (andwwuck 
wore many times, in others tainted by w ) which peed this » ortifþ= 
cation. Pharaohs often revelts,and even 1ſracls too,all toes tine, 
are ſad confirmations of this. We read them- often. relexcing, 
bur never (OODINSS it their uno, go humble them- 
ſelves forrheir rranigreſſions. 6 vr nf 22016 
3, Aholy 3; Moreover, the ſpirituall danger of fin, 4 behy ex- 
cxanple, ample, anexatunblameable converſation may be greatly hel 
fall, and isinfallibly needfall,. St. Peter ſuppaies. even - 
. ' ly men may thereby be conftrained to glorifie God, 1,,Pet, 2, 
4» ' and prophave Pagamih-hnsbands convened, even withourthe 
".  — ngody mem alurgaiiecie politic thing eo h6 prices 
nngodly men: chat godlineſle is a ing to be practi 
as well as worded. And ybere it is wanting, no word can do 
ſo much good, as that want doth harm ; as I ſhall again 
's couch anon. Fob 3 "$ ) 
4 An aRtive 4+ Finally, againſt f= and prank, aD ative endea- 
endeavour of your of reformation is ſpecially helpfull, and beyond contro» 
xeformation. yorke needfull. : 1. Againſt judgment: , as appears byrhe pro- 
miſe of pardening- that is; ſparing for the preſents Jervw, 5,1. 


Ly L 


Honourable Houſe of Commons. ©99 
If but 4 man were found, that did execute ment, and feek the Dai. 't; © 
= And by the aſſigning this the her Gods y ion Application, 
ear oben _ 22, 30, 31+ becauſe Ged ſought far a Vſe. 1, 
man that (hould and maky np the hedge Gefort biew Conſider bow 
__ bes fed wrad._s 7 is, never a man of note, ative G—_—_— 
oe ronars gr oor Won were godly men, that mourned 05,P* 5 
rayed, Exch, j=e on none ſtood up Grongly for God:; that 
mood ne = z, Againſt fs, by uling allche av- 
wr wag > Ack ror a family, Parent, Maſter, 
ne ag giftrace co bring linners to repentance, and keep 
—_ a . This no man will,no mancanin generall 
deny ro be a help ll, and neceflary duty : therefore 1 add np 
moreof it for he preſene, bur ſhall meer with} ic again in ſame 
Lies of ocher Points, 

I noweome to the ſecond Doin, which is this « [ Private DoF, x, 
ſelf. reſpets, prove great binderaxces to weſt nece duties. | It Grounded on 
_ colireiſens ſo here with hen ney Text, 

till Mordrcd?s divine faith, and deſpair 
dreadful frights, and gloriou 5: opes, quickped her tothe be- 
Lick: reſolution, pms. inthe hi verſe. 7 will 
$6 the King, which is not according wat and if 1 
p56. Thas (be overcame at laſt, and. was no lopger hindered 
Gm duty Bur too many are every where, 83a experi- 
kims«co-all cars. i + 
cf ts turned \Petey for a be, fomn- A Ghapnies of o (Fri i he the Exemplifed 
— to-8 Renegedoin the Palace. It was noy j = by Peter, 
duty indeed to follow Chriſt thicher,at that time : Nor per- 
to make anſwer atall to the queſtions er ped Ay) ».1f 
Glence wonld have ſatisfied, Bur ir by rr cs \ MeC f 
Diſciple-of Chriſt, not 19,cryy bye & any where , . ach 
more, not to forſwear him, with: curſing and banning, that he \ 
knew no ſuch man, but concrarily zoprofeſle himſelf his, if be 
could por withors fach horrid lying.conceale it; ye this - 1 
ſelf-reſpeRt pur him » 'DOr Joo pe doimyanewnge $f > | 
\Pdo:quite tontewy, e<onceited apa mg b 
Fer,would ar thisgime iendanger” —o_ jag? 28 
he grviod him, ke might «oy as CENDEY 
ihe gh Poſs Palaces mehat ever © RRcome oh us Matter, 
none 


20 A Sermon preached before the 


Dott, 2. now, though everyone curſes not, or ſwears like him, yet have 
| Selfrelp:As mot roo many of us our firs, when we come into malignant com- 
dy _ _ Panies, too like this? 
- ties. * © © This allo was thevery thing that delayed the building of the 
; The Jews ne- temple ſo long, till God by puniſhments and ſevere chidings, for- 
glettirg the ced them out of it, Hag. I. compared with Ezra 4, Indeed art the 
= ples buil- geſt, the adverſaries, under colour of the Kings Commiſſion, made 
" them toceaſe by forceand power ; but afterward it was meerly 
the [ews baſe ſelr-reſpeits bindred it : For the truth was, 
neither the adverſaries complaint to the King was againſt the 
Temples building, but againſt the Cities, and ccceding his De. 
cree mentions not the Temple, but the City, They (the ene- 
mies ) ſpited the Temple chiefly, as looking at that ( avic was in. 
deed)as the pledge of the /ews welfare: Bur that would have born 
nocolout for a complaint, the 7ews having had Cora his com- 
mand for it ; therefore they abuſe the King with the noiſe of 
danger of rebellion, &ec. and fo ſwrreptitionſly pet a Command 
from him, which they abuſe, to make the Temple-work to ceaſe, 
Thus far Exr.4.Now Haggetels us, that afterthis;the Jews be. 
ivg able berter to brook the want of the remple,then of beuſes for 
themſelves to dwell in, do for all the Decree, try their adverſaries 
| counehes, and fall to building of houſes for themſelves, which 
was indeed properly to build'the City, ( which the other was 
net.) and then finding their enemies take no alame ar that, they 
proceed ro make them gotgeous —__ 'fall ro fiehng thens, 
while they let Gods honſe lie waſte; and ſay, The time i nor yer 
come for the building of it ; nor never would have come i their 
conceit, if -God-woulkd have held his peace, and his: Prophers 
been fileng, as1long as there had been'a ſhadowofan adverſary, 
thar had a quarrel} agairiſt the Temple, and fo againft them, 
Confirmed by yyhen they ſhould offer agaiw-ro go inthand with it. 
»Reaſons. bak—bes 4 are the Reaſons ” this e's » Wh 
'* 1; The generall corruption that. is in all nat , namely ſelf-love, 
- jew wa which makes men FL end ſelf=dolaers,This 1s the ' great cauſe 
pievailzin of the perillom times foretold; 2 Tims. 1. Men:ſhall be lovers of 
moſt; their own ſelver, even profeſſed Chriſtians would' be ſo, more 
notoriouſly chen formerly. Yer before that, Se,Paw! (adly-com- 
plains: of the. {generality-of Chriflians, (even Teachers ary 


Flanonrable Feouſe of Commons.) :21 
their awn, net the things of Jeſwe Chrifh, Philip. 2; 21. This Doth. 2. © 
arr poſſeſſes the moſt ( (c. all that are nor backs regenerate ) Sel-ceſpeQs 
and taines the beff roo much, and too often. Hence all Chriſty N'"%* _ 
Diſciples forſake' him and flie; when be was appretietided, Afarr, 3597 0. 
26, 56, and all Pauls friends, every one of them' forſook him Tajars alt. 
at his firſt anſwer, and no man (tood by him, 2 Tim. 4.16. + - 
For | | | 
' 2+ Warldly experience teaches, that noi eſcape by not bring tov _-__ 
forward, and ſometimes even yo xwndeg "55 p47 Hehe 66d nee 
forbears, is ſometimes hid ; and enemies ſometimes, will hire of backward- 
even to Neutrality. At this bait , « ſe/f- lover cariner bar bite ; *<® proficable 
and upon this condition, be will never ſtir hand nor rongne, for 
the Ch or hm or God, or an thing. = yes 
3. e are alſo many experiences the mo in ary Real. 3. 
Canſe IRE loft, and hardheft eſcape, vhey rob ten ork Sets 
upon the mouth of danger ; provoke the enertiies rage more, «+ bur-full, 
in het blood, and their malice mm cold blood, anditheir fear roo, 
which makes them endeayour their deſiruRion above other 
mens,. This no ſelf-ide/@er can. abide ro think on, 'g>d much 
lefle to adventure ,: how. neceſſary ſoever it be he ſhould; and 
though he do appear ſomewhar on the Churches fide. 
4. Soemerimes meer lazinefſe and. , renders men cowards Reaſ. 4. 
as well as fear; and keeps them from publike ſervices of atiy Lazinefle and 
kinde» that muſt coR them any pains and Gent, 46d internipe fenluality = 
themin their caſeand pleaſures ;/ which: chey love more rhen they Ton 
4s _ _ | gy meme War my they yy hep her ie dy 
even thoſe, t 4 of goalateſſe, but they deny the power 
i, asrhe Apoſtle ſpeaks alfoia the er Ay 2 Tim,z. J 
The power of grein weuld ies mnt to all Endeayonts 
. for God, and-his Charch g Bur'the form, will no further then 
may ſtand with their pleafares, and that is- very-very- little in 
any time, ſpecially in thetimes of the Churches dangers. ' 
5+ Covetonſnefſe makes. many negleitfull; and cowardly, as well « Reaf, 5. 
avy thing. All acti yity-vfrally is coſtly ,aud their Money' is their So duth covye= 
fe, at leaſt their-vicall ſpirics, their life-blo6d;3/ therefore-if oululie, 
muſt pare with much of chaty they grow faint; like men 
that have loftroach blood, and even the yery fear of ir, firikes 
them inco.a kinde of ſwoun, _= us wiſh near] ch © 
it, 3 arc 


122 A Sermon preached before the 

Dot. xz. Charch then to the adverſaries, for the rightof the cauſe , or 
Seif-reſpefts m the generall.. Bur: if chey can bac fancy; a hope that they 
hinder me” ſhall keep. their goods, if che adverſaries ſhould prevail ;' the 
nexeſlory 91> - Charches party thall-ſink-and Rarve, before they will part with 

Al, much co ſave them, if they cantell how to\keep it 
Reaſin, 6, _ 5+ Tet again, ſome can ſerve their covetanſueſſe, and ambition, 
Covctouſneſs, 4nd ether Iuſts much, by ſceming to do ſomething, but net their ut= 
&c. makes do moſt, rhat they may ſtill be inupleyed, Sounfairhfull Lawyers, ofc 
wok to halts rrotopg Sutes, to get more Fees ; and hard-hearted Chirngion: 
 ; ,- Loxnent their;Patiencs with delayes, \that rhey may germore 
- fortheir. Cures : And fo the complaint is, that Communders and 
Captains do in their Profeflion,. with dead :payes, and falſe mu- 


ſters, and {low proceedings, lofi nity. _ It is charged 
« Jak opan ate1-men tO, in wei Profifcwrobeventis Art. 'Un- 
| _doubredly, the fpiricof this, is mightily inche world, where op- 
portunity . 1s to, advance it; though with the difadvancage of 
the Church alwayes, and ſometimes the hazard of het utter 

ruine. | 
Reaſon. 7, | 1 ;f*. <uie dſo rein gp Hty-of negleft of duty, 
hk Com ;Qthers, (chey Rong: Chi Kar | bv. xr. 7 
ro labour ke to be Chief inthe thanks; honour,,and reward : This thoſe 
mc, hes te themſelves, their. own wiſdome, and worth, ſcors, 
ked.-: - :-- . fd hg2;-.and fo refaſero do any thing. or atleaſt, do as licdle 
MET Ie ay: re So. was icprobably with-the Elders of Swccerh, and 
5.114 9 (Pevie, ens wee 1/7 Inns a mat as Gideov, 
/and.che tore wauld-net a him andb1exweary men, the leaſt 
1r<lief.in'their viorions 'Progrefle. Cemainly, thismade the 
_ Epbrazmites quarrell wich Jephtha, even after they had negleRed 
:i9 helphim,; 7#dgs 8.2; And this made /f+ael fo ready to revolr 
APA from Davidupon Sheba'r trairerons blowing .the Trutnper, 
2.54, 20. becauſe-they thought the men of Judeb would hate 

the greateſt chapks for bringing the King backe, cap; 1 9. Onel 
Once to ſhew that no. peyſes 15 o venemons, bur God eanextra 

:googopr of it; This: viper of exvy,.while it meantco Aingthe 
;\Apgttie.ro dearh, joyned wich: firs i: preathing the Goſpel, 


gy ao won prey yn je a= 
JG.  »ot, ardinar VY» rs *, | ey of c br 
frniefullef tootiof amwy,” © HE 
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'8. Unto all cheſe muſt be added; that the ln, and imelerof Dole 2 
wary, make theme fear the Churches profjerity, ae well x apmeent Self-refpetts 
triumph, and therefore they willin ne wiſe put te-their unaeſt frongth Hinder moſt 
in her behalf, bot ſoo grew ftrang, ſhonld tos much carb their wilde ——— 
fancies, and wm od lor, Like uoroly children, thee defve Reaſei, 8 
not to ſee their, Marker recover any weaknefle, that they may x. ;6cr ”_ 
the more. freely run up and down. without controlt.- Fhis pro- ſpirits fear the 
vokes not a few even to be enemies to Chriſt anc} His Elmreh,; Churches prov 
Pſal. 2: 1,2,3. The fearof his bands and cords, tying then tos Me") 
firaicly. Much more.then doch ic cauſe negle& in roo many 
of _ _ _o_ - ney friends. 

9- Finally, 9 flewes from rhas earthly. mindeaiee fſe that t. Reaſon, g, 
— ara Arp pd: wach of it: in _ _ } bart 

07 cnrefty, reg gs preſent and. ſen , «nd pre- <dnelle re- 

tyros irthgs rea et rnd hon rl PR_y 


and plas e ings 
when itie noe (or where it is noc at all.) many! lyco NY 
rations, nd mult now over-rule to hinder ſpi- 


rituall aRivity, and hazarding ones ſelf tothe numoſt, Onely 
feirh- is its vigeur, makes 4 manof 4 true publike firit; Like 
Moſer, Numb, 11. and &xed. 32. and Namd. 14. whonoton- 
ly was not content tobe happy alone in-Phoreahs' Conn; bur 
not in Gods favour, A: piece of (eif-deniall, next tro-miraculous: 
Burt there never aroſe ſach another Aofes,che world ts general» 


ly quice of oo _ 
the third Point comes ſeaſonably in,to:correF; ax DoF. 3. 
leaſh inparr, the infeRian of this peftilentiall /offofore; The 


Poinx igthis: [ Thoſe whowe private, and feif- binder 
CE help, can have no aſſurance, A ot prpad an 
F #%] 1 


If CHordecd pake fenſe, this is a certain trath, Efthber was Grounded on 
in no hamane danger, at leaſt not cerrainly, or like ochers; bes *** 7***+ 
cauſenor known to be a Feweſſe, and © within the Decree of 
defiration, And who that had known it, durft diſcover her, 
when hecould not be affared, bur that the King, nocimending 
to include her, woald for his Honeurand Loves ſake exempt 
her; what ever became of all the reſt? Barforatichar, 
watt her not. co-preſumenupon thath fo 'avte gegke@herdgary; 


even: 


24 


notallucdto 
elcape. 


Confirmed by 
Keatoa, 
Reaſon 1. 
None can c- 
ſcape but by 
Gods leaye, 


Reaſon Zs 
$ucn provoke 
God more 
then ordinary 
fnaners. 


A Sermon preached before the 


Dott.3. .\ even with the hazarding of her ſelf ſuddenly forthe Church : 
S«If reſpefters Which muſt needs ſuppole this generall tcoch, and binde ic upon 
allwho break jooſe trom the-duty ro which they wete-bound, - 
' Few or none can plead ſuch probabiliry of eſcaping as ſhe ; and 


who ever would plead any, doch bur patnc with falile and water. 


, colouryeafily waſhr off, See the Reaſons of it, 


1, God orders all things , and they-mutt have his favour to 
cape, or elſe nothing will ſervetheic turn; Prov.29. 26, Mar 
ſeck.the Rulers favour, but every mans judgement comes of the Lord, 
Ifhe give ſentence againſt avy man, (or woman) in vaine ſhall 
men abſolvethem. Sas! ſpared Agag,and Agey concluded that 
ſurely the bitterneſſe of death was paſt ; bat, God: had ſaid no-ſach 


' ching,& Samuel caught him anotherdeſſon.Ler men go,orclimb; 


in Heaven, Earth, or ſea, 


or flee,or hide themſelves any where, 
being hand, Amor g.14,23,4. 


there is no eſcaping from G 


| Though men ſay with choſe: ſcor»fall men that yuled in Jeruſe- 


G—_ 28:14:15. Fe have yo C_ Death ;' and 
with Hell we are at agreement , when the ov e ſball 
paſſe through, it ſhall not come nnts n4, for we have aw. foes 
fuge, and under falheod we have hid our ſelves, Yet if God be not 
willing to have them eſcape, heare this ſentence and prediion 
what thall befall them: The-haile ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lier, 
aud the weer: thall evirflew the biding place, and your covenant with 
death ſhall be d:ſammlled, and yorr agreement with hell ſhall not ſtand; 
when the win) nr ſeoxrrge ſhall paſſe b then je ſal be troddex 
dawn by it, &'c. tov.z3.All cheir hopesſhall beditappointed, their 
ſuppoſed friends prove lyers and 'enemies, and che evills chey 
promiſed themſelves ſhould noc touch chem, ſhall utterly over. 
throw them.He denies God to be — chat confefles him 
not able to effe& this. Few deny ic in words ; but few think of 
it incarneſt in their hearts: ſpecially ſuch ſelf-Idolizers as weare 
now ſpeaking of. ON f12 
an — Parr | _ -w ow TD = 
lefts of dv t wrehes help in time 0 er make they 

nv le to Gods diſpleaſure then Aron <A ivary ſinners, 
Amos 6,1, 2.6,7. eA mores to theſe that were at eaſe, and pat the 
evill day farre from them;and drinke wine in bowles, avd were not 
grieved for the affiiitian of Joſeph ; ( to farre My = 
raat- 


— 
** 
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& that they were not troubled at their miſcries) Fherefore ſhall Dott 
Ce they go Captive with the firſt that go Captive, c. So Prov.24.1 3, Self r. peers 
To forbeay to deliver thoſe that are drawn to death, and **< 29 lure 


cc I 4+ If t 
© thoſe that are ready to be ſlain, ( If a man afford not his help,to re- 


{cue innocence perſons from the cruelty of thoſe that would but- 
* cher chem, or Rarve themor the like ) /frhow ſazeſt, Behold we 
© bnew it not, we knew not that they would be, or were, ſo bar. 
barouſly uſed, when yer they did ſufficiently know ir, or mighe 
have done, if they had been ws have informed them- 
&« ſolves) Doth not he that ponders the heart, conſider it ? and he that 
& beeps t y ſoul, doth not he know it ? and ſhall not he rendey to every 
*© wan according to his works ? Every one hath fins enough art all 
crimes, to enwrap them in common calamities. But by che for- 
mer Points it appears, that they are Fecially guilty of great fins, 
for their very negle& of help of their brethren in danger, 
Therefore Moſes upon this ſuppoition, firſt chides, or 
earneftly threatens the Renbenites, Gadutes, and Man«ſſites on 
the other fide Jerdev, if they did not help their brethren in 


their wars againſt the Canearites, Yow have (then ſaith he ) 


wed againſt the Lord; and be ſure your ſinne will ” out, 
Newb 2s, 23- Aman had Tonad wall his weed? ſworn 
enemy, in the heighe of his greateſt rage, finde him or, then 
his fin co finde him out, God can, and oft doth, preſerve from: 
the eve, but from the «her nothing ſhall, or can: For then 
ods vengeance hunts, and purſues ſuch men, to their inevita- 
ledeftration, For——— 


3. The cauſes of their negle&s are all baſe laſts, ſach as at $*4ſo» 3, 


any time, if there were no ſervice of dangerto be undergone 
forthe Church, would provoke God againſt them totheir de- 


ftru&ion : Revel. 21.8. The fearfull, are in the forefront of all times, 


choſe thar ſhall be caſt into hell. And Afark, 8.35, Whoſcever 
will ſave his life, ſhall loſe it. And Pbll, 3, 19, Their end.is de- 
firaction ; who minde earthly things. 'And 1 Tin, 6. 9, Cove- 
tonſnefle drowns. men in deftruttion, and perdition, So ambition, 
ſenſuality, envie, and ſelf-love, have all their ſeverall brands, 
and threatnings ſufficiently. The 'refaſall co have Chriſt to 
reign over them ( which is in theadvancement of his Church ) 
himſelf calls ens , and _ to damnation, Lak, 19. as 
A 
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Dot And plainly, The Nation and Kingdom, that will wot ſerve the 
$abrebedecn Charch ( in proſperity ) (hall periſh ; Tea, that Nation ſhall be #t« 
nor ſurctro Ferly waſted, [ſa.60.12, How much more then any particular per- 
ſcape. ſon ? and ſpecially, that will not vencare themſclves for her help 
Reaſos 4 in _— : nn - babilay of do wr 
7 4. Their faireſt excuſes, T he improvability of doin to 
441 nnd _ the Church by their endeavenys, end rebabilag of juar._Þ-x 4 we 
ſprours of cur- ſelves, if Rood upon, are nothing but the ſproms of curſed unbe- 
ſed unbelief. lief, diſhonourable to God, and to his Promiſes made to his 
Church, and her helpers, as the following Points will help co 
Uluftrace, Mean time... | 
Reaſon 5. 5» This will particolarly adde a confirmation , 7hat no mean 
None gour= ggeth at any tie under ſo ſtrong a guard, as when be ventures bins- 
ou ” ſtrong 2 [elf r# the wwmoſt of duty "+. hurch.: They are then queſtion- 
guard as In k K , . 
the Churckes lefſe in their way; and He ſhall give his Angels charge over thee, 
ſervice, fo keep thee in all thy w 5 & in therr hand: they bear thee MPs 
leſt at any time chew dobrby foor again aftone,Pſ91.11,12,And P[. 
34-7. The Angel of the Lord encanups round about thoſe that fear t 
Lord, and delroer s To end his, conſider,] pray,what occali- 
on was it, that bronghe £4ſa in danger, for which he had at hoſt 
of Angels to guard him, 2 King. 6.1 7. The mountain full of horſes 
and chariots of fire rewnd about þim:But when be had done the peo- 
ple of /ſ-eel ſpeciall ſervice,& thereby had provoked the King of 
Syria, namely by warningof his ſecret plots & ambulhes agamf 
God: people, tor which he ſent an Army to apprehend him. Noc 
but thar after all,a man may loſe his life in the Churches Cauſe, 
(elſcalſo'it were no ſach vertue, or valoar ) but as-he is nor 
hurt by thar, ( a Chriſtian 1s nor ) fo may he as ſoon die in his 
bed, and ſooner ; which makes his finne, in refufing.to verture 
his life, fo much che greater, and his danger, it tire of danger, 
ſomauch the more deadly. Beſides a farther danger afterward, 
though both be and che Church eſcape for theprelent, as our fift 
Point gives os tounderfiand, and co which I ſhall now \——_— 
leaving the fourrh till afterward, becauſe 1 will maket _ 
cation of the fecond, and third, already diſparchr, 2nd of the 
fiſt all rogether,and referve the rwoocher Poims,as the comfor- 
cableſt pares ( wich cheir Applications ) to the cloſe of all, 
The Point then to be now handled is this, 
[ Though 


A . 
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[ Though the Church be delivered another way, yet a deflyuftjon DoB. 5, © 
is owing to them and theirs, that have negletted their utmoſt endea- Deftruthios 


wour for her help. | | wrne Are 
This is a ſecond blaſt of judgment, againft ungodly negle& Charc _ 


of ſo neceſſary dury. Before we heard, That if the Chureh, or 
y of her members fall, ſachare in danger { morethen others, 7,0 


Faherthea leſſe) ro periſh too, Butrhis is worſe, The Church 


may eſcape, and ſhall infaltliibly, the mmoſt extent of Gods 

miſes ; bar however thicy and theirs ſhall periſh, thar have Exemplified 
wo wanting to her. This 1s moſt plain in the Text: Plainly % = curſe 
ratified, bythe exrſe denounced againſt Aferez,, Fudg. 5,22,even © OE 
after the vittory gotten, and the enemies defiroyed : And bythe, . 

ance executed on the Elders of Sweeeth, and the Inhabi- goo ne 

tants of Penuel, Juilg,; alſo after the wittory and deliverance * Penucl. 
And once more npon the Inhabitants of Jabeſh Gilead, for not 
helping in che execntion of juſtice againſt rhe wicked delenquents _  Fabeſt 
of Grbeah, and their abettors of Benjamin, Fudg. 21. and this al. 
{o after thework done, 1n this latcer, 1 deny not, but there was 
roo mnch cruelty nſed to the women and male children of Jabeſh 
Gilead. Burt all was juſt with God ; as beſides, that he never 
papiſhes any too mach ( and yet he rules; and over-rules all ) _ 
the reaſons of the Point will preſently clear, Bur firſt, I muſt **Plicared. 
incerpoſe a few words of Expheation. The 1.” is, that by fay= + 
ivg; Deftrution is owing to them '; Nothing hinders but God 
may take big own time for payment. He mey jaſtly do it pre- 
ſently , and izever able when heharh a will to it; and fo in 
any time oftheir lives: Or he may ftay till their death, and rec- 
kon with them once for ever, { which is worſt of all for them ) 
according to :2 Pe. 3,9; The Lord knows how to reſerve the nujuſt 
to the day of judgment, to be puniſhed, 2.” This( as all otherfins) 2. 
is pardovable; and aRaally -pardoned, upon true repentance, 
and faith in Cbrift our Surety ; and fo the deftra&tion may be 
akogether avoyded, 3, But if God do afford pardonthe nſnafly 2, 
makes: fach, who have been'in ary provi guilty, 


feel ſome ſmart of rhewr wwtowardnefſe, whereby atfo he makes 
way for their repemance, and warns othets; as he did for their 
negle& of building the Tent. ig 1:&2. 4. The defiryFiov 4, 
- offenders are enyrapped 
2 


thac cheFamilie, and Friends of 
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Dott,5, in, isonely temporal; unlefle they be guilty of che ſame finne, 

Confirmed by Or the vengeanee of God reckon with them allo for their un- 

Reaſons, godlinefle, in other reſpets, And now the Reaſons of the 
Point, will iet ic our fully. . 

Reaſon 1. I. The fins of thoſe that have neglefted to belp the Church, are 


Fhcir Gns not wo way leſſened, by Gods over-ruling = delivering hit Char 
neſſe 


leflencd by another way, nor by others faithfulnefſe, whom he hath made uſe 0 
— m5, 15g to deliver it, Tndeed upon re e, either and both are mar- 
fulnefle.” ters of comfort, ( as Toſeph peaks of Godsover-ruling his bre» 
” threns wicked malice againſt him, which was worſe then neg- 
le&can be, Gen, 45,—50. ) but both ſer eut the more the ſhame 
of (uch negle& in it ſelf, becauſe God meant to deliver his 
Church, and others yentared themſelves for ir, but they wonld 
nor ; And fo their defiruRion is.a due debt ro thew, who would 
not pay the debr of their endeavanrs, 

Riaſor 2, 2. The Parable of the Unprofitable ſervant , dooms fuck 
They are un- moſt dreadtully, 2ath. 25. The Maſter lof nothing, and the 
prokit. bc fellow-ſervants were diligent, and gained with their talems ; yet 
ſeryants.. his negle& caft him into acrer-darkneſſe ; notwithſtanding the 
imputation npon his Maſter, of being an auſtere man, which is 

retorted upon him, and made an aggravation of his fault. We 

thewed inthe firlt Point, that all gifts, and abilities, and antho+ 

rity, and all, are all Gods, and arediſpoſed by him, and intended 

for his Churches good,and ſo for his own glory, They then thar 

Eave not ſo imployed them, have been ſacrilegious, by pervert- 
ing.themto their own private uſe. Such have been dead mens- 

bers , having been altogether ulelefle, and fo fir to becutoff ; 

or- worſe chen dead, diſappointing, and putring to-pain, both ar 

once, like a broken tooth, Prov. 25.19, and oit is fit robe rid of 

them. They have been &$arren trees, fir to be cat down, even 

for cumbring the ground, Luk, 13.7. And Mar.11.13. we read of 

the fig-tree curſed,even becauſe it was a late-ward tree,and came 

behbinde the uſuall rime of other trees, So every way is it moſt 

juſt with God, todeal with ſach perſons as have not been fruir- 

fall for che Churches help, And particularly, ifany-pretend, and 

profefſe extraordinary. zeal, and forwardnefle, and yer have 

ferret. reſervations, and give Not God, and his Chnreh all, even 

though they preteud-ſo, and would hayethe. credit of ſo doing; 
oy | Let 


_ 
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Let them remember the dicefull vengeance on eAxiwass and DoF. 5. 
Sapphira his wife, for ſach hypocriſy, eAtts 5. DeftruQtion 

3- DefiraRion is owing to thoſe that help not the Church in 9wing to noe 
danger; becauſe they rhat forſook, ber in extremity , are altogether *\Pg the 
wwworthy to rejoyce with her in proferity, This is reſerved by pro- Reaſon 
miſe only for her mourners, and helpers, Eſay 57. 18, 66. 10. wt, 
and Pſal. 122.6, They ſball profper that love thee; No love in ſuch wok the 
as forſook her when ſhe had moſt need of their help, Therefore Church in ex- 
they may be juſtly deprived of the comforts of her Mercies ***miry,are 
which ſhe finds at laſt, He ſhall have judgement without , 1nworchy to 
that hath ſhewed ne mercy, Jam. 1. 13. Spoken of noc relieving 7 4 ur 
neceſſity of particular Chriſtians in poverty and want,asthe con- rity. oe 
rext before and after ſhewes. How much more then will this 
fall-heavy upon the forſakers of 4 N#iov f Chriftian:? 

4, Unleſſe Ged convert ſuch effeually, by an inward work, Ryaſon 4. 
bripging them co ſpeciall repentance for their (infull As; Unlcije con- 
Fhough they noay after ſhew | affettion and zeale for the þ verred,they 
in ber proſperity yet they fill bear falſe and treacherous hearts, would _ derray &: 
betray the ſecond time in likg — Therefore the/ew+ did wiſe-.**** 
ly,that they would not ſuffer the Samariters to build with ther 
Exzr.4.For that their faſhion was to claim kindredof them, when 
they ſawthe Jewes in favour and profpereone, and contrarily to re- 
xeunce them-when they ſaw them in 4 /ow condition, Such Hypo» 
criſy God abhorres, and owes them a ven e- for it. | 
- 5+ Even duriag the Churehes profperity, they will never dee- God Riſen 5. 
and the Church ay faithful ſervice: But onely fil broaks for their 7} villdoe 


-- 6. Gods /jealonfie for his Church, both in reference tothe Ryaſon 6, 


- , : s Gods jealouſ) 
evills that they have been acceſſary to,in nor helping her; and +90 FO "y 


ou 


E 3 


” 4+; 
4 
Y 


Church. 


Obſerve this 


well, 


Reaſon 7. 
They fin tor 
their children, 


&c. And cor- 
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Deſtra&ion | 

dikes : A have proved enemies , ng now they were 


helping the 
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wpon the ſame principles wrged by ſtronger temptations , they would 
ans og Fre 40. >. ny falſe 
and bellowhearted, lefrhanded friends: iris 1 fay,but the fame prin- 
Ciple of wicked ſelfe-love, wrought upon by Satan , and men, 
with other opportunities that makes ſome men Neuters, and 
others deſperate enemies, which God ſeeing ( though men doe 
not,or will not, or cannot;) counts all ſuch a generation of vi- 
pers and a brood of Serpents, and devotes them to defiroion. 
Yet even the omiflion of duty is directly threatned with damna+ 
tion, 144,25, And if forme did not ſmart ſometimes even for o- 
miſſions in this world, the Church would have a great many 
fewer helpers thennow ſhe hath. 

7- Finally, the extending ofthis deftruQtion (by God) ro the 
families and friends of ſach as kelp not his Church , is moſt juſt, 
whenſoever he pleaſes ſoto deale; (and rhar according to the 


rupt them, and Proportion of humane juſtice in many caſes) 1, Becauſe Men 
are puniſht in of3 forbray theer duties for their children and poſterities ſake,au well as 


them, 


Uſe 1, 
' Examinations 
how far we 
have helped 
the Church in 
her diſtrefle-, 


their own,and fo they tick notto ſay oft-times.Therefore their 
children ſhall pay for their negle&s together wich chemſelves, 
24 _ ape them according to their capacity inthe fine , 4s 
well as ſelves, andrrain them op (even: from children ) in 
Neutrality and Lakewarmneſſe, and a ſpiric of felfe-love and 
ſelife-ſeeking ; therefore God cars off ſometimes the -children 


. £00, as a corrapted ation. 3. At leaft becanſe men take 


themſelves to be puniſhed in their ſamilies and freends rnine: There- 
fore thar the feare of that may help to anridocertrem againſt the 
finne of negleR, and provoke rhem ro the nemoRt of daty ; God 
both threatens ever, and puniſhes fornetirnes the families, and 
friends, us wellas themſelves, And fo 1 have diſpatched the 
do&rinall part of chispoint alſo. I come noweo a joym Appli- 
carion of ull the rhree points rogether, which will afford a three. 
fold Uſe. 1. OfExamination. 2, Of fpeciall and re-inforced 
Humiliation. 3. Of Exhorration. All which have relation al- 
foro the firſt doArine of all, as vyllealily appear to any obſer- 
vant minde. To begin with thefieſt, #0 
We have here a juſt ground of Examination of oor ſelves 

one of us, how farrewe have helped the Church in herdift 

#id danget ; and wherher- evy felfe-refpeRts have: hindved: us 


more 


* 
FOY —— _ _ coca _ — 


more or lefſe: Andchis will diſpoſe us to Homiliation,and af- 


terwards to Reformation and amendment , ſpecially the more Uſe 1, 
faulcs and che more aggravations we finde in our ſelves. Of Examination 
whom we ought in this caſe to be moſt jealoufly inquiſitive *?2ue he\pi"8 
_ even more then we need be of others ; and yet thoſe that are © : 


paublike perſons(whether Miniſters or Magiſtrates )ſeeing wrath 
npon a Nation, and (© ſetting upon a Reformation, of neceſſity, 
ought co make as much enquiry after ochers aiſo , wichin their 
ſpheares, as they can. Bur let me ſpeak chiefly to every ones 
conſcience for themſelves in particular. 


Herein according tothe help we might and ſhould have af- :. What our- 
forded,ſhewed in the former uſe, let ns examine, 1. hat ante ward help we 
ward bely we have vegleted partienlarly ſince the late greateſt dan- have aForded, 
gers of ourChurch and Nation.and the calamities of /relavd:And (1:14 be 
let our conſciences withall tell us what we #rexd & reſolve rodo, © think 
in caſe more ſhould be needed, Which as it may c/eare many much co think 
very much, th they have not yer alrogether vemored fo of. 


much az others: (o-it may condemne thoſe greatly, thar may ſeem 
ro have done a great deal. If any thinks what he hath done or 
ventured for the Church , 4 greet dea/e; {o ashegrudges and 
ſoripkesat any more offered to be cald for , what need ſoever 
there may-be:\If any man think owght lofſe then all, enough, he 
hath yet done « good &r nothing in Gods acconmy Wherher ir be 
fear, or coveronineſſe, or ſeniuality, or any other laſt that cau- 
ſes him ſo to Rick, of which the DoaArines and Reaſons fore- 
mentioned may convince him, if he will throughly lay them 
ro heart as he . 


2. Let us next examine , how we have prayed ; whar ſpeciall , yww we 
helps , ſurable to che Churches ſpeciall s, we have that have prayed 


way afforded. And if we find neglects here, (as I much doubt all 
or moſt may) either in omifhons,or in ſlerght performances: Of 
theſe tpecially relating to ſecret prayers , and when cthers have 
prayed in onr hearing publikely or privarely- there can no poſſible 
cauſe be given,but our wretched corruption, prophaneneſle, vn- 
charirable want of compaſſion, fupidity, and anbelief, and foch 
like, roo roo-far prevailing lufis; whic1 make our neglety ve- 
ry culpable in God: fghe, and fo ſhovid rhey be incurs. 

3- Letusnexrexamine,hat example we bave ſhewed; whe- 
ther 


3 Whar exam» 
vle we thewed, 
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Application ther we have helped the Church any way effeQually in this, or 
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Exammat, contrary. Here let me ſpeak a word to three ſorts among us, 


Three {torts 


guilty, 


i. Profefi:d 
Libertines: 


2.Scandalous 
* Profelſors of 
Religion, 


3. Th: beſt in 
lome degree 
give ſome ill 
EXAaWPlCs 


1, Some there are, Iam afraid coo many» that are as far 
belping the Charch againit ſin by their examples in theleaſt , as 
the profeſſed enemies are from helping her againſt their own compa- 
»ions, There are men who in ſtead of profeſling godlineſſe , (which 
yet in ſpight of their hearts, their very baptiſme and name of 
Chriſtians,and comming co'Church cannoc but continnally pro 
fefle)do lictleleſſe then openly profeſle Libertiniſme, & who make 
ic their boalt, chat they are net of the preciſer ſort, as they (cornful- 
ly term them, Such though without any ſolemn examination 
they may and doe know their own prattiſer ; yet 1 wiſh thar 
they would but even this day, and this houre , by light of the 
former Doctrines and Reatons examine zhe gael of thoſe prefii- 
ſes, and the diſpleaſurethat hangs over their heads , even for the 
miſchiefe done ro the Church and Nation hereby , in ftead of the 
help they owed, And with them — 

2. Aſccond ſort nolefſe guilty,if not rather more ( and in- 
deed more in ſome reſpeRs)are thoſe, who rhongh they defire 
to makg 4 ſpeciall ſhery even of Piety and conſcience , and goe un- 
der the name of Profeſſowrs,(as the phraſe hath been much,and. is 
yer ill parcly among us)doe = notorionſly and ſcandaloaſly 
live in oneill conrſe or other ; being known by ſuch as live neer 
them, and branded , ascoverous , falſe tn their dealingy, filthy, 
riotous in ſome companies , deviliſh in their families , and the 
like; rothe great reproach of Religion among all thoſe that 
know or hear of their ungodly and looſe behaviours. Theſe alſo 
need not ſo mnch examine themſelves aboxt their praltiſes,vhich 
they cannot be Ignorant or almoſt forgetfull of, 4s abont the wie- 
kedneſſe of them,even in reference to the Churches prejudice,and 
danger thereby,they being hey great ſhame and diſcaſe , and moſt 
undeniablecauſers of her judgements; and therefore lyable to 
the moſtexemplary ſeverity of God in his jadgements, preſent 
ly or at what other time he ſhall pleaſe co reckon with them 
for it. Bur beſides borh theſe there is yet—— 

3. A third ſort, whom I mult alſo call ro examination , and 
herein I ſhall exempt none, though I ſhall now accuſe none par- 
eicularly,whom their conſcience accuſes.not, yet let me ask _ 
the 
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the beſt ofthis Aſſembly, even thoſe that have the greatelt re= Applicarion. 

poration of Honeſt , Conſtionable; and godly,/buroneor wwo + Ways” - 

queſtions. *r/ You are(and char defervedly)welleftcemed of in Ex y 

' the generall, yet for all that doth"there not [ye upon you ſome ION 

unhappy note of reproach. a [ Bar) of ſome ignominy ?' ef good |. 

man, But,too eager of his pleaſures, A zealous man, But too ſelf. wit- 

led, A religious woman; But too wth givento the faſbion,and world. 

ly poige aud bravery. If} durfi rarty vi; on this pointy] coald make 

many-more onhappy inſtances in this kind; Butler meinone 

word, put it home toevery ones conſcience, by the ſecond quefti» 

on. Are no the beft,ar leaſt ſornerirhes, gwilty ro themſelves, of 

ſach ourward miſcaraige; ay were it not. for the Dottrme of the 

Saints infirmities, it would ſhaie and diſhearten them utrerly? Bur 

though by that d»@rine and the grace of Chriſt;they may indeed 

wel thin« themſelves d:ſcharged of thoſe miſeariages in regard of 

giltxedounding to damnation; yet let me charge them back up- 

on them thus farre,' as to call rhem 'ro'examIne the offencrof : 

Auch ifirmities this day, asthings that beſides rheperſonall evill wa og ri 

of chem; havedone wiſchiefin rhe example, and bardned ſee ** * p; 

ſinner1 , and multiplied wary finmnes ; while 1, Some thereby 7. I: multi- 

rake liberty co themſelves, ro practiſe the ſame evils often, plics ſins. 

which they ſaw in them bur once, and co practiſe others up- 

on this pretence; Such have thei ſons for their turn, and this is for 

mine. 2, Othersto reproach all religion as hypocrilie, even tor 2. Reproaches 

ſuch a fngle infirmity. And 3, othersagain, call their enor- *-Igi99- 

mous cuſtomary fins, imfirmities , and will count themſelves þ | 

children ofGod tor all thar,as ſuppoſing choſe in ochers in whom © : 

they ſaw even once ſuch an cfm. to offend ſo. often, ot in 

other kindes-: And fo by one root af 'bitternefſe fringing up ( as 

icis Heb, 12.15. ) many are defiled, and many more way be. 

And all is miſchievous to the Church, in ſtead of helpingic in 

ics time of need. . i iT $2: "4.07 

:1\f: have one piece-of 'Examinacion more; to puit.coevery 3-What endea- 

conſcience; \whictis, what help weave afforded che:Charch, - —_— 

groaning .ander the burden of fin, by ng an effettnall Churches belp, 

reformation, according to our «twoſt ftrength and amtbority, 

whether Dometticall.. or Friendly, Minitteriall,'or Magiſeriall, (_.. 
1: i Demeflicall :We ſhould ( 


altchachave families<0poverti) 1. Domeſiicall 
F have 


34: 
eu 


Gen,18.18. 
' Joſh- 24.15. 
Pſal. 101. 
Rom, 15, 
Col. 4. 


In reference 
to ſervants. 


To children. 


2. By authori- 
| rity of friend- 


friends? We ſhouldihave ſhewed the trueft friendſhip to rhe ſoul, 
| wor 


A Sermoni:preached before the ' 
have done like eAbrabaw, Commund owr children, and homſhold to 


Examinntion keep the way of the Lord; Like Joſhua, to reſolve, that not we one- 


ly, but oxr bonſe ſhall ſerve the Lord; Like David, to endure no de- 
ceitfull perſons, rellers of lies, any wicked ones, to abide in onr houſes, * 
in owr fight « But to make our Families Charches, as itis phraſed 
of fandry Saints in the New Tetamenc. Bur will our conſci- 
ences now lay, —_— nr Mew anany ache, wht 
ſervants are 4, » themſelves 1m knawledpe, 

even while - —_ Alinifters in their houſes too? How ma» 
ny who while they go to Cherch, their ſervants either tay & 
heme, orgo to the 7 avers, of perbaps worſe places? Their Cooks 
ſpecially ſcern prividedged to keep no ſabbath , rake no other 
care of their own ſowls, then by providing meat for their Ma- 
ſters, andthe Families bekies : And their Coach-wmen, and Foet- 
mee, ſerve God fafhciently , if they looks to their borſes ac the 
Church door ? How many are there, whoſe ſervasts notoriouſly 
ſcorn that holineſſe their Governewrs (een to profeſs ; or at lealt 
make poc ſo much as « ſew of regardivg it? Who have ſome 
Fancily. duties, when they are at /eeſare, and balf their fanily ab- 


ers, and at ſach «»ſcaſonabletimes' ac night, as more then balf 


that half, are aſleey moſt of the time ? How many, that never 
think .of being ſo much avgry that their (ervants offend God in 
any RH when they offend thew, or putting ſo much weight 
npon Gods communis, in any thing, as they do upon their own? 
How many, whoſe childres are very, very lutle different in out- 
ward behaviour, from theſe, whoſe parents make no ſucb (hew of 
piety as chey doin any fort? The Daughters, in idlencile, bold- 
nel, pride, and pomp. The Sew in Hcentonſfucfſe, according 
as their paw. 7a 1 ? How exceedmy few are otherwiſe? 
I tremble tothink, anddarewot ( becauſe of che time ) enlarge 
my ſelf cocxprefie, what wofwl deformities there are im { hriffians 
families, and therefore how little help ſuch afford the Chorch, 
and ſpecially, what will becomeoef che next generation, if things 
hold onasthey do. Burt yet, thongh bur « tele any where, yer 
Jome there « donbtiefic, of care to reforme famrilzer, and keep fin 
underthere, 

But 2. May we hope rhe like of 4»y exdeavenrs toward: 


Hmouable Hhuſs of Corinne. ”—s&8 "35 


wet ts ſuffer ſin wpon them; ar leaſt have ſhewed owr ſelver grieved Applitution, 
ro lee — fin. Fue wiltour conſtientes ſay,wehave donechis? Uſer, 
Can we »-we thoſe , that have inthis kinde” been the better for Examination 
us?” Or if ſome are, had we power with =o more? Have we fo What helpto 
much as tried in any whether they would exdzre a reproof? Have _ CR 
weever vencured 1s loſe them, rather then they ſhould {oft Gods ,7 2.1 ceform 
fevory, or their ſouls, or che eomforrs of a good! confeience? Levir. 19. 17, 
Have we ventured co havechiem ſay, Fo hate thew; becauſe we 
"world nor, ( could not ) forbear tocrofſe them intheir wayes of 

evill ? e Alas, alas | where is this to be found? And how little help 

hath the Church had from ns in cis regard 7 /freel in their 

good temper, would even fight with rheir brethren, ( chat tiad a 

great while fowght for them) rather ehientheir fin ſhould endav- 7,0, .. 
ger the Charch generally, and offer alſs to give thew « fifth part of 

their lands, ts hire themnort to fins DO2 | 

3. What ſhall I ſay for my olyn profeſſion ? God be mereb- , By Miniſter 

fallunto ws, to'the molt zealons of us, that we have afforded ro 
more help p«blkoly, by crying down at fine, in our own Corn- ? vblikely, 
gregations, or 9thers : Even upon dajes of Publike tamilizct» 

ons, how little do we preach againft fn. And then, for private, Privately. 
Oh the wofull neglect among ovr ewy people at home, or friend: 
abroad | We are afraid to provoke them, to /oſethern,tobe loſers 

by cheir ds fevexr, to incor danger by" their d//Fleafure. We arg 

afraid 10 diſcourage ters now, 1f we ſhould 'devennce Gods judg- 

ments fer their fins, and co arw AMabigneans with teproaches, if 

ſpecially we preach againſt che fins of Profeſſor), Bur did Gods 

Prophets forbear ever for either, or both theſe cauſes? Or igthe 

Church helped, by che courage of thoſe zgainft whom' Gods 

angry, for cheir unreformed lives? or credned by onr fiknce, 

when their misbehaviours make a ſoud norſe? I'mnftfay, (a8 Remember 
he Y Phen we —— as much as we bave this. 

preacht firſt Confidence and then Faith, weſhalbe reformed and ſaved; 

ard Þdoubr nor till chen, And char mien receive ic foff from 

forme ſew, or are difpleaſed with es ry words from avy, it 

is becauſe we all naſe them' ts fo lirtle;' and in all help the 

Church = whereas we, of all others; ſhould be ever” her 
principal pers agatnft {tn, : a ?” RE" : | 2” '4.B Migi- 

4. $inally,! Magifiraer-ſhonld have! uſed thai tirmoft'Aus frac, © 

If 944 F 2 


thority 
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Applicatios, thority to ſuppreſſe fin, which oppreſſes the Church. 1 need nor 
Uſe, 2, askinmol places, whether this have been done : 

. Humuliarion I fall rather vpon the ſecond part of the neceſſiry Application 

ab—nas p of our foregoing Dottrins, ———_— the duty of helping the 

le Church, andthe fin and danger of negleRipg it, which is co 

lztle, : EY 

call us all to 4 ſerious and ſad Humiliation , as many as bave 

been remembred by their conſciences of avy negleRs, ſpecial- 

ly willing, and molt of all cuſtomary , To humiliation ; I lay, as 

for ewr own moſt ſecrtt, and perſopall fins, ſo for all ewr guilt of 

wot helping the Church, as we might, and vught ; and for all our 

Nation! fins, ( even thoſe of our forefathers ) together with the 

judgments lying pon the Church and Nation, and hanging 

overus. We are to be bynbled this day, even for our want of 

|  bamiliatzon hitherto , wherein 1 much fear, the beſt of ns have 

Specially this heen too defeitive, This is aday of learning it, God and mas 

being a main 2 ve conmunded the preaching of it, ( fpecially on theſe dajes) as 


7 _ well as praQtifing it, and of pratti/ing 1c, as well as learning it. 

! 1 have aliule, ravght it this day, .and would now fain work the 

prafiiſe of ic, upon my own heart, and yours. Let us then, I be- 

ſeech you, fix owr mindes upon our fins, perfonall, and nationall, 

= chere bo. .and the deſert of them, that Gods glory may now be advanced, 
I Oo Mmuc 


by ovr thoughts of both, quickned by the apprehenſion of our 
calamities, as it bath been diſhovewred by our former hnofulnefle; 
Remembring ſpecially the Apoſtles argument, 1 Cor.i x. 31,32, 
ſpoken indeed ob a particular caſe, but one more neerly concerning 
our Nation, then any ocher Reformed Church, perhaps io all the 
Chriftign-world, ( as I ſhall cqach by and by ) as updoubredly 
| liable generally to all ſins. 1f we would judge onr ſelves, we 
j Ap pe judged, But when we are judged, we are chaſtened of 
the Lord, that we (hould not be condemned with the world, 

Ler us then acknowledge for our ſelves and our Nation, that 
according to the late Covenayt , ordered to paſſe through the 
Kingdom; [ Or ews fv, andthe ſins of this Nation , bave deſer- 
ved the. judgments and calamitics that lie npon it, | Which that we 
all may dothe more heartily, and humbly, let me »ow preſenc 
you with a brief Catalogue of ſome more capitall Nationall fins 

' among us ; and then once more, minde you ſomewhat further 
' of Gods heavy wrath, greatly declared againſt us ih his judg- 
—__ ment 


caule. 


Fiononrable Fouſe of Commons. 


ment for-thele ſins. And then ice, whether we car chaſe bur jon. 


be exceedingly bumbled both for the: ove, and the other, now 
Naw reve” y 


Humiliation = 


Here I reckon, to begin with, «g«inff the firſt Conmmurdemient, = Nationall 
Idolarry, Ignorance, and Atheiſticall ſcorning of all Religion, ,"F.. our 
conſcience, and civill honeſty, Natigns ſins 

The firtt of theſe /dolatry, the linne that is moſt formal high >gaink the 1, , 
treaſon againſt God, is aggravated-in our Nation and' Kingdom, Nag 
ſince the Reformation, by the continuall plottings of i Ry 


Parifts, trajtors unto our Kingdom, which ( together with the 
great danger we have beenin, and are ſpecially now at this day, 

y their conſpiracies ) are at ance a juſt reward of our too much 
rolerating them ,' from the very firſt , bur:mucly more: of late 
years; and a range ſymptome of- firanger lukewarmaeſſt in us, 
to ſuffer ſuch enemics to God and our ſelves ſo much, while yer 
they ſo often, and ſo deſperately refuſedrs ſuffer w to be' at quiet 
in our condition, notwithſtanding. « 4 


The 2, Ignorance, js very much aggravated; by the injnome- 1gnorance. 


rable malticades tainted with that ſoul-killng fin, iv which of 
all others it « impoſſible for any to be ſaved : And yer ſcarce a fiſt,. 
I may ſay atenth man,or woman, throngh the whole Kingdom, 
in a better condicion, as will be found to-oar incomparable” 
grief and (ſhame, ſpecially ( the Lawes and perſons bave- been' 
ſo extremly wanting to remedy this, all ehis while) when once” 
an effeAtnall courſe comes to be taken, ro make 'this Land # 
Chriſtian Nation in earneſt, by bringing the generaliry of out 
people to knowledge. 11 8 


The 3 is a wickedveſſe, »»heard of, 1 think in the world, Arhciftcall 
among any people, of an religion whatſoever, (uvlefſe in 1taly, where '<210i"s ok 


yet iris not comparable to what is among us)) and moſt anda- 
ciouſly,and ancontrolledly practiſed in our England every where, 
even by no beggers neicher, And this I rank under the 1. Com- 
mandement, though immediacly ſeeming; to-be-againſt men, 
becanſe it is againſt. men, meerly. for 'Gods faks; becauſe they 
ſhew ſome reſpeR to his Law and Word, atid ſo moſt properly 
againſt God himſelf. -I know not whether a formall Atheiſt, 
known to be fo, bur keeping him(elf,quier, would do the ane 
half of that miſchief chat this —_ Fa, 0 wo 
| 3 _ 


all hon« ty. 
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forins againſt 


the 2. Cum- 


Againſt the 3. 
Commandm, 


As alſo the 
monſtrous 
prophanation 
of thar ſacred 
Ordinance of 
Excommuinie , 
cation, mide 
ro lacquy for 
fees, or perie= 


eute godlineſs, 


Apainſt the 4. 
Commandm, 


Hupyliazion, | 
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Againſt: the ſecond, 1 name ſvperftiriov , and the heavy 
weight put; upon ceremonies; and cirevumRances, and hamane 
ordinances, while the holy Ordinances of God have beers ſhamhe- 
fully negleRed, by an ne-ploralizivg- nooreſident- care- 
lefle, and unſufficiently-maintained-fſiniſtery,, and a prophane 
prog » that liked all this well enough, 4d even loved to have 
i ſo. {Van 

Againſt che third: | ' 1, YVainoarbs,curfirgs, and blaſphemies, 
ip. ipfinice wukitades, 2, And cicher a 0rd in Uni- 
verhitzes, and upon Officers, and Incaefts, and private perſons ; 
Or, 3. at leaſt no regard of their obſervation, in thoſe that take 
them, or in.thoſe thar - them. 4, Extream prophaneneſſe in 
the commons ſorr, (rand others ) inthe very pablike eAfemblies, 
and che moſt ſolemn -fervices of God; by ing, going our 
and inattheir pleaſure, calking, and kughing oft-times, and no 
redreſle of 'ie, by: Officers care's or Magiſtrates endeavour. 
F, A twiſted cord of Simony, and perjury, for Benefices, 6, Alſo 
2 food 0f riot, and drwakenneſſe, overflowing all places, and bea. 
rpg down: all 9 —__ 7. And finally, the'moſt horrid 
Phanation of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, by the enworthy 
receiving of ignorant, and apparently godlefle perſons. The in- 
exculable fault of perforsin amhbority , (and even of Laws too ) 
Inſuffering ſach pollution; of 1b ſacredan Ordinance : Polluri- 
on þ ay, to thoſe ane receivers of it to their own datiha- 
thON, £ not to others, who have no amhoriry to keepthem 
back. And yer thar heart-grief, that they who are the moft 
zealons for Chrifts honour, and other mens ſouls, herein have 
cakervfor ſnchi Frophanacion , and the grievens ſcandal that this 
hach contizually given, and doth vive-to rhis day; to (many 
rhoaſands perhaps of )' weak ones, whom this alone hath driven 
from our Chaich, is a feartull aggravation of this fnne of our 
Nation. vo 7 oft | Jo 7 
..; >Againſtthe-foarthy, there hath been moſt yorox idospropha- 
= violations wf the Sabbarh; the Lords day, end net- 
withfanding: rhe Do&rit of it' more clearly among us, even 
anthorited; they any where elſe inthe world, avallo che pravtiſe 
of it more glorious here, ther! avy. where, and an-anfwerable 
proſperity, ever fiveQueen — ——_ times according: - _ 
AMrigo 4 * . p:opnene 


4+ , o-- ©, wy / 


efie(Eſay 58.1 den mn Applic ion, 
16.5 a outragious then any whereelſe : Men bavingun- ©Uſe2. 
derraken. to make void Gods holy Commandrhenc, as it were Hemilizeien 
by a Law, arid even by perſecuting all thar would nor-conſenc to f*f 
ſach violation;' Theo which, ſcarce ib great affronc was ever _ 
pat upon God by apy Nation profeſſing his Name. 

Agaipſt the fift Clandeſtine marriages, withour, and againſt Agiind the 5, 
Parencs conſent, for which the Lawes' bave no xpnmras ont Commandm, 
vention box. re 

. Again the fixt, The fearful guilt L mkg Fthe Mar- Againſt the 6, 
tr, ſhed of: old.in time of Popery, andthe freſ wounds Command, 
( (though noe to the extremity, power was wanting ) of Note this well 
ft Minifters and projle, vr ut the utmoſt 
—_— of colaur of 4aw, and oft a greatway brjond Law: Man 
ny pinch, themſelves and families, war to witer , if nor 
alrogether, with ſore waws by that means. Thouſands of late 
driven out of the Kingdom into INES 
thereto. mp ns You —_—_— Thet proton 
thought of, #ut 
Thouſands, "7% Millions 74 ſo far as can ore gat y any I Note this ſpe- 
of Scripture ) one to hell, out of this Kingdom fvce the cially. 
reformation, for wet ef good lawey, ion ek wicked _— 
ſtrates, Civill, and Fecleſ afticall, and 
Neighbours;in Read of good ones. ery any howlkng 
in hell, in choſe infernall flames, from whence there is no're- 
dempion, damned through the — wa of {ufheienc 
—_ of ſalvation in an ordi muy and through the daw- 

rewtian , made againſt al odlineſſe. A wicked- 
fx which alone, * $ wext 4 op —_— hach noc 
ſank the whole Kingdom into the betrons of the Sea, long ere 
this. 
Again the ſeventh, The «bewineble phhineyſs of ——— 
are) adultery ſpecially, ver ſafficierx'y ſhamed, or cn Lane _— 
bur of late years beyond all ſhame. rant. ao 


| hom Play- howſes wghur ory th 
nts , one way of , og e — , 
den 00 me 2gainft hin _ «1 Againſt the 8. 
Againk the cighth, The oppreflion, =ſwy, racking of Rents, Conunaudm, 


Incloſurez, 


460 '# Serniph' preached before the 
Application, Incloſures, depopularions, defrauding of (editors, by lands pay» 
Uſe. 2. ing no/debts, and of: Parchaſers by preconveyances." Perver- 
Hamulacion ' ring of juſtice, Ingrofſingcommodities, enhannjmig of priſe, every 
for national where cned out:upon./ 3.3 2100921790 FONG TS DAG 976 | g, 1061 
. 0 Are Againtt the ninth, Al kbrde of ling, ard landering, | 
Commaudm, And finatly, againſt all the Commandments, The general 
Againſt all Iukewarnneſſe of all owur Lawes againſt fine, either belonging to 
generally. che; ficft, or ſecond. Table\Icannor nowinfance inithe particu- 
y- x png lars; Bur if ic be ſeriouſly conſidered, ic wilt "be found'as 1'fay, 
Obſuive chis That ſcarce avy ove Law made fince the Retotmatian, for Rel! 
w-ll. gion, Or agaipit any parcicular lin, &#t hath a deep taint of | Lao- 
dicean Inkewarmneſſe ; ſomething is (aid, as to refirain wicked- 
_nefſe,/bur. ſo weakly, as there'is,mmeh to be: conſidered, even about 
The diſcipline wr ibeſt Laws : Bre withall;, thete hatty been gretally; 4 greac 
of the Church want of 4 godly Diſcipline forthe Church aKthis while, The go- 
in ill hands- - yernment being left in the hands'of men, who were ſcarce ſo 
much as likely in reaſon,'to-ule that power they had, according to 
God: 4 _— CEE _ NR aries, &c, who ma- 
.nagedalk Neb char uſually Fong hb} rheir Offices, and fo moſt hbkely - 
16 fb the: of the people : And who had more realon ( a 
their gains-lake) co be skilfull inthe Popes Cazon Law, then in 
Gods C anonicall Serizture, And who might nlually do what they 
lift ſecately, becauſe all appeals were, for-cthe moit pare, maile to 
-mewof their own profeſſion, arid likethemſetves; and yet they had 
Negle& of -not ſo much power 16 do good, as to do evill, Finally,'the wart of 4 
children, ande-pablike care, to breed wy children, the poot ſpecially ; and neglett 
youih, of viſiting Schools, «nd Univer ſities, whereby a ſeedof evill deere 
.bach-Rlill ſprang up co fillthe Land withcorruprion,' Andof all 
- this," there is Karce any thing. but to a rationall obſervant man, 
hath been, andis,»etorioxs, or may be ſoon made (6, and decla- 
red co be abominable in'che ſight of God : For which we may 
well fear his ſpeaking againit us, as againſt his people of old, Jer, 
$3 8:9: Shall ] wor wifit for theſe things, ſaith the Lord, ſhall nor my 
For great Jaul be avenged.on ſuchn Nation as this *" r.597 2-5: 


waath manife--\;: Doubclefſe, he hach begun to vi/it ma for theſe things, ( beſides 


/ 


 iedin Gods ggany other our wickedneſſes ) and that his ſoul may xot be aven- 
judgements, 9, fy, wehadneed exceedingly to affeft, and afflitt, and hum- 
* our ſouls; with @ tioly fear of his diſpleaſure, already'manife. 
Wifi. ad lted 


in 10. conh- 
derations. 


Hononrable Houſe of ' Common. 41 
fied unto us, and proclaimed againſt us, and namely by « texfo/d Haden: 
Confideration of the dreadfulnefle of the judgment which we all Uſe, 
lie under, and arein extream danger of, - pa gel 

1.: The judgement in it ſelf, roncheda little before ; 4 ſword 1- Th: jud 
drives againſt as, with ſo much dvawage for our enemies, and Ten itil, a 
diſadvantage 'to our ſelves, and with fach defterate of 2024'S 
our utter ruine,, You have more thenonce heard of the calami» E(ay i, zo, 
tiezof warre, therefore I infiſt no' further upon thar ; onely re- 
member, that when God is woff «»gry, he threatens thats Eſey 
I. 20, and often elſe where. | 

2. The kinds of the judgment , a civill war, or rather an ##+ ;, The kinde, 
ndturall inteſt ine war, a war againft our own bowells. Scarce 4 Civill war by 

iy in the whole Kingdom, that is not engaged againft it ſelf, This drunkennefie.. 

1s according to the heavy curſe, of Kings, Princes, Pro» 1-53-1314. 


, inhabitants of Judah and with drunhennefſe , Poli. 
oma wenn 4 fol pros RO axother, ( the Res 


againſt the brother ) the fathers and the ſons together, Jer. 13.13, 

14. and obſerve what 4 rs ted meg 1 will not 

fare, ner have pity ; wet bave mercy, but deftroy thew, And if we 

be not all utterly deſtroyed, yer manifold families will andoub- 

redly; and thoſe that remain, will be ſach enemies totheir 
neighbours, and one to another inthe ſame family, as God alone 

knows when the direfull effects of that drankenzefſe will ceaſe, 

even though the war be ceaſed, x 

3. The occaſion was moſt dreadful ; That which was meant, 3. Occaſion, 

and hoped to have been our ſafety, the ſerling of the Iilitia, ** ——_ 
petitioned by «ll ( ountries, acknowledged by the King neceſſary te 
to be done, ſeemed to be granted, and then refuſed; whereby the 
Parliament faw themſelves forced ts ſertle: #, This proved the 

pretence, and occafion of all ev wnſctling. Anſwerable to that 

heavie curſe even againſt the enemies of Chriſt, Pſal. 69. 22. 

Let that which ſhonld have been for their welfare, become atrap. 

T he humane mean: of prevention, ſe woſt ſufficient, yet 4. Sufficient 
her canog, ad creaſe the miſchief. «A Parliament fitting, 1<4n3 of pre- 
Choſen with the greaef care that everthe Countries took 1n Vereinnb Vous 
any Age ; Never 4 choyſer company of wiſe and good men, ſeerned (id 

to be gathered together, and al rhe wiſdome of the Land beſides, ylay 19.14, 
utes to the counſels of —_ fide, and the _—_ -1 
ar 


a A Sermon \preached before the 
wn, Parliament,and our of Parliament, and engaging themicives to 
Uſes, the utmoſt, and having org rimve of debate; by wards, and mel- 
Humiliation ſages, and writing, ſpace<0leeabe wiſdome, and fairkfwl inten. 
for Gods bc tjons of each other, and to muanyfeſt cheir.own.; and 2fer all, ro 
vie wrath, agree in-nothing but dilagreemencand contulion, (:/ke drankes 
wen as before ) what a wotull curſe is this ?. ſpecially: being fore- 
prophefied againit /ſrasl, Efay 19, 14, Bebold, 1 will proceed ra do 
a warvellonrwork, among this prople, even 4.maryellans work aud.a 
wortder ; for the wyſdeme ave oy of wen (Hall peru, and the wndgr = 
ftanding of their prudent men ſhall be hid, Many confounded that 
chey-gave' nothing but -piſchicvew counſel), yehich onely. was 
beleeved ; and others fo confounded, that their fairkfall counſels 
were diſcredited, gauche to:bripg 2 ſcourge on Re- 


bebaam, and v | ON 45 . ) 

F- _—_— $ All _" avated by of others, : fading that fa- 

7 raem vorurwith God, that we' could not finde, ( according to the diffe» 

others cale) Fence between * Jadehand 1ſeeel, or Geſben and ner por: 4 

bleft with = and-20.) that.we andthey bath could then be »jſavd progjc. 

_ more wildome 9x4:,'and — 1n and eamery wr ſelves. .Ourbrethcen 
much the 


and ſuccefle. of Soovhendig lame Cauſe ; God then ler:us be ſe for 
Exod.q.% 10, thenvand our-ſelves , and the danger of theſe warres 
berween them and us, atter neer three years hazard, ended with 


very Invle blood; and-with: great and amity. Bur.God hath 
denied us this favour, this wikdwe - {o: that biz anger; appears 
ro be che: more agaipſi:us ;\ and we feem Rill the more: filed with 


drunkenneſſe. 
6. The ground. - 6. The dof the quarrel at held forth. on both fdes,makes 
aver prodigie, | The honour ,: dignity of 'the 
esof Parhament, the Law:of.the Land, the 


Both proteſt 
for the ſane 
things. 


1s called:co-witnefle of their faithfull purpoſes and intencions, 
Antis hot here then a frange drankemneſſe; ariealt on one fide ? 
and a firavge carſe ? (ſcarce the ike ever heard of inthe —w 
| | Waat! 


Homvable Hauſe of Commons. an * 
What! are both hace Typomied) ar eancntt2 enact? cALL 
Every way it is moſt full, and wofuJl.- x, {f both fder bee few 
generally hypocrites, or the chief of both ; Can God but refalye Svpp*le bork 
ro defiroy us all , as a molt perfidious Nation, unworthy to live *7* "Y99i% 
inthe world, and deal with as, as £ſ#y 10. 5,6, Evenſend afor- OW 
rein enemy, to taks the prey, and take the ſpoil , and to tread ms all 
down, luke the mire of the ffreets ? non fea be farbfmlland the 7 99% hide. 
other nor, yet is ic not moſtdreadfall, that God ſhould tet &ype- ot VEG 
crites fo far prevail, as firſt to ſeduce many yours map Les yr 
( as Abſalow under pretence of a vow he had made, carried a> 
Way 200. honeft (itizens of leruſalem, who went with him in their 
end terra Rey ana ac a rr he 
_ rurned _ = — rebells war ery 
then to prevail ſo far, to exdenger wihfull ? 
3s Conrarily, if both ſides can phe. > os Febfuly, ond Do a> ingy 
onely diſagree through miſtakes, and njſanderftexdings ; Is not ag right, 
this a prodigie of Gods diſpleaſare againſt us? Is not this mot 
empharically a filing aw with dr#okeweſſe, ( as before) thac we 
Kill oar ffends 4s foes, and chey us, in like fort; ( Like the terri- 
ble vengeance on the enemies of God and hisCharch, 2 (ray, > Chxo. 20 23; 
26, 23, till they bad utterly deſtroyed onethe other.) Bar God 
wever did thus to bis fathfoll prapie fincethe world was, There. 
fore ſarechiv canoor be-rhe-caſe withus.| Yer till, { as before ) 
rake * which way you will, it1s-z moſt horrible and dreadful 
wrath againſtour Kingdom and Nation, even in this reſpeR. 
7. The time when thu evil befell ws, 15 greatly obſervable, 2 7+ The time 
aiming flillmore wrath ; 1. fu cdl refpetts;; In how fair i" civill re- 
of ſetting were we ? Specially. 2h: being vow [P7002 he 
tinued by ane Att, and fomany © or As made 'belides,” And (ccling. 
now for God to deal (©, as to undoall,threarer-this'Pacliamenc jcr.18.9, 0. 


- for - theheavy wrath threat- 
tion, and we © nn Ringdowsr build xnd toplant it ; fa 


in wy fight, that it obey. not my vogee, then 7 will repent of the yood, 
mn » , : , 
ms I ſaid 1 would benefit them? 0} - 
8, The time, 219. im ſpiritual reffefts, pronounces the indig> debred it, + © 
nacion-more hor, mr For God todo this, wer Exck. 24.z5714 
2 onely 


| 


| 


F: 44 A Sermon preached before the 


Application. onely ts a Nation, but « Church; not oneh to a people, but Hw pee- 
Uſe 2, ple; Toblaſt, andofter ſo ro daſhin pieces «ll the heper he had 
Humiliation piven them of 4 mation, by them labonred for, « /zaft with 
for m—_ hea- great [ceming e ſe ; and in ſtead hereof, to threaten the 
vieveratt..  rotall ruine of the Church, and cruc Religion among us, by the 
hands of ber moſt cruell Popiſh enemies, How enraged is God, 
when he ſo refuſes to reform us, who pretended ſuch defire of 
Reformation? Eike that moſt terrible threat of vengeance, 
Exch, 24.13, 14. 1 havepurged thee, and thow waſt net purged, 
thou ſhalt not be purged from thy filthinefſe any more,till I have canſed 
my fry to reſt upon thee, I the Lord bave ſpoken it, it ſhall come to 
paſſe, and I will do it, 1 will not go back, , neither will I ſpare, neither 
will [ repent; according to thy wayes, and ascording to thy doings, ſhall 

they Jjugge thee, ſaith the Lord, 
9. m_—_— 9. obedience we wonld yeeld to him, in yeelding help to our 
og 1.11 brethren of /relaxd, according to the duty of this Text, and ma» 
refuſed. ny other places, adds ro the manifefiation of his wrath againſt 


Eſay 31.3- 2s and/reland both. He here threatens deſtr»Fion for not helping, 


and gives hopes to thoſe that will, How angry is he then, that 

will not afford a lejſare, or means, northew av help by wa ? Bur 

as this ſhewed his heavy wrath againſt //-«el, when he would 

not regard them, ſeeming willing to :r»/t «xd obey him, after their 

rebelhons. diſtraſt, Numb; 14. : And as Eſa $1, threatens bath 

the helpers, and the helped together, ver. 3. So,God ſeems to deal 

with ns and Jreland, as if he alſo meant to- fulfill che very word 

- of the /riſþ rebells, mary Moneths ago ; Tha they hoped to finds 

a ſo nmch work, at home, as we (honld have ne leiſure to- ſand much 

bes thither + Andas\.thongh God mean to defiroy his Charch 

in England, and Ireland both together. Thus all things proclaim 

+ his exceeding fierce wrath. againſt us, 
10. Spirituall: 10, "One thing yet farther, adds exceedingly the notifica+ 
—_— — ferce w__ againſt os; yas we oy pom 
£3rN 7d, to x7 peace wi i Never ſo much faſting and pr 

” aiſle in-Enplevd; cighteen Moneths ſolemn fafts by Antbortty, (be. 
fides all ve/wntary ones ,: by the liberty: that there is: now of fo 

doing ) with ſo many milkens of prayers, daily and continually ; 

Prayer, Pſal,; and alltheſe av ir were rejeRted,' or at leaſt ina great _— 
$644. | Sardingtothe /ad romplant,Pſal, 80,4; How long wilt then he an= 
y*y »> , 7 


Honorable Houſe of ommon. 


inſt the t ? and the more fad threacning, Application 
Fo ten W he {pr bear their cry,& when they to Uſer. 
ing and an oblation, I will not accept them : but I will cor- Falling, Jer, 
» the ſword and bythe famine,aud by the peftlexce, hae "+" 


ume t | 
cry God regard,if he turn away his eye from ſuch ſolemn ſervi- 
ces, from ſach ovt- cries of prajers? How greatly muſt we needs ay, 
he is provoked againſt us ? Specially alſo,when wehave hadalſo 


faithfull Miniſters, and encouraging Preaching, repreſſing the 23 


prophanation of the the Lords Sabbath, and pulling down Ima- 
es, and Croſſes: and d yer ( our miſeries ftill comtinne, and work 
igher, rather then otherwiſe) For all this his anger is not turned 


away, but his hand « ſtretched out flill, as the Prophet, | Jer, 5- 9+ 

And now ( Hononrable and Beloved ) when you have heard Reinforcemle 
all theſe tokens of Gods diſpleaſure againſt vs, and onr Nation, of our Humi- 
can you chuſe bur tremble, and humble your ſouls greatly, be- liatien. 


fore your Ged this day ? Certainly, we cannot beleeve Hime to 
be juſt, bur we muſt needs acknowledge our mes to be v 
rievons, and hainom, that have provoked ſuch a wrath, asth 
things diſcover to be kjzdled againſt us. So that if we could 
ſpend all the remaining part of this day, in bewaj/ing and benwoa- 
ning the vilenefſe of our tranſgreſſions : If we could wear ont all 
owr ſtrength, and (pirits,in dolefull lamentation :  f we conld weep 
ont ox7 e527, and drftill all che moiſtare of our bodies into tear: of 
blood, we yet ſhould nor ſufficiently mourn for oor iniquities, 
nor make an acknowledgment anſwerable to our demerits, or 
ro the py Ns hens Ve thr guar? el 5 bty 
ant, e[a 3 / axe, that we $54 theſe things 
--tT then ever yet we have dine, and PSs affefte rf hep rho 
and humbled.\( for owr own, and owr Nations fins, avid (hares tu wrath) 
then formerly we have been, that ſo we may be difpoſed the beiter to 
embrace the exhortation to amendment of our ſelves, and reformation 
of others, to the attermoſ of our power ever hereafter, ©. 

Mean while, in a day of foleyne humiliation, and time of ſach 
danger., and being ſpecially called to deliver Gods Meſſage, 
at this time, in this place; and all Miniſters being cha 
by the religious /Ordinance, ſer forth divers Moneths ago, | is 

i ſeveral wAnbirier, freielh mbe pb ge, mftromth 

| ” "© Rs , is 
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Applicatlon, 
Oſet, 
Speciall appli 
CAtiGn cot 
Parliament, 


A SiriMioh preached befoye the 
to perſwdde, and inculcats the conſtant praftiſe of this publike acknow. 
ledgement, and deep humiliation Let me take leave to diſcharge 
my canſciencein a humble rrem my repreſentation tothar high 
Authoricy,chat hath required my ſervice this day,of the firneſſe 
of cheir raking into conſideration, Fhat bumiliation #, or may 
be required of thems as a Body ? Comming hither as the heads of 
our ſeverall Tribes, and Elders of our Cities? You had at the 
firſt, befides your own perſonall fins, the fins of the Nation, 
whotn you repreſent, and of former Parliaments, whom you 
ſucceed, to be humbled for, namely ſuch, and ſo many, as you 
did, or could takenotice of, But you had not then any ations 
of your own, as a joynt body,to;conſider, whether there were 
any failings in you ; as now after many dayes, and moneths, 
even ſame years fitting together you have. Andir is, at /eeft poſ- 
ſible, that you way finde failings in ſome things, in fo long 
time, and ſo many buſineſſes. Your enemies and the Churches 
charge you with enough, with mulcicudes, 1 dare nor ſeeond 
them, nor abert any of their virulent reproaches, Bur doubtlefſe 
it is poſſible, you may have had failings, of ſome kinde or other, 
Conſider then, I beſecch you, inthe Name and preſence of the 
eat God, before whom you are come asa Body this day,to hum- 
ve your ſelyes,and afflict ,your ſouls, whether there be not fone» 
whatco be ſought ont among you, for which you are all jcyntly 
as aBodyto be humbled. . we | 
You cannot but remember, 1, hat great things God hath 
done for you, Above all Parliaments,ever ſince any were. I ſhall 
have occaſion to touch ſome of themanon. Do your conſciences 
now chink, the 44 4 Parliamentary Boay, you have fally anſwered 
all his favours hicherto?, | | 
- . 2+: Alſo you cannot but remember ( and we alfoever muſt, 
as with thankfulnefle co God as the Author, foro you as his in- 
firuments ) what greet things he hath done already by ou: In ta- 


Y. 


kj burdens, in making Peace with Scotland, in a great deal 
of berry aj of Code ” 


enjoyed o Ordinances by your means. Bur are 


you aflred, that yu have all the way proceeded with that Fpirit 
of enconragement, that theſe am have put into. you ? 


bbs 


be apprebent y 
God bad done agtinſt you; eveniagainlt You « - Iry 
t 


Hmowrable Flayſe of Campung. 


the Narthers Ge Po hank have been bronghe up againſt WD 


ET ns 


3.ipche: : raied t you;3 ar per 
Dot Er Ts 
Propoſitionsof Treaties refaſed ; int the late horrid 
You, All.chis, ppl, as i 
And wherefare? Tam Gr: -" vr 
not fer 03. faxs,and all cient ooromhperp 
that our hearts could weep itt pl on I Loo 
and .acknowle ». they.are wr / us , that rare pu dl, ing 
have failed or fla y thing. B of aft 


js failings in yaw ave mou (ate 4 for, = 
Ir Sg re A er IO terapt David 
co.number che People, ,Yer it, was DOR iq tO them, 


Ned he bemkled houſe greatly for its when hemp marned of af 


by! Prop ns Ii eh feets catching cold off 

he Mead ache, Rheqmein: Ra ok nic isſoache 
; a hy i Leeopay ge ..10, felfe, a a1es:; 5 4 
fider,I belgech you, whethe reuer Cad dd.om 8 yn pogo 
vaus of His iv Autharity, they continyingſte «log 
Hoſes laffered pence 5 pd was alien the 
_ tebelling 0g, agaialt, hr But God jaffapt/y (hill LT 

aſe, and ended all., Alſo,\fo 2m Dovi & ay his integrity, 
he neperad-any open any batrell; nor fi PI Lt 
fo as to diftreſſe him x. any time : But after his great + 
Gods appr hong. upon it; he badbvers ſore bebe. es 
ally.by eA&/oow:s conſpiracy , dy gg wage ot our 0 

e 


. Kipgdome, And {o Selamen.wh uiedy to God , had No 
Adverſary.at howe or abroad : is wives torning away 
his heart, co countenance (at leaf) Fe FEE ;be had mare then 
one, That lifted uptheir bands again ipk now how much 

your aAdver/aries apdheir call yogro.. nr nerf 
=— your ſelves;yhy.Ged ſhould tet 


?If you ſhall 6 h ml pmong your ſelyes, 

Rnibe [9 y OE no {rg ſanded in 
VaW,at Het Wal A great 

bs Fai and a fearfpl).awrege of his fprs.upen.1 ago 


L[Nere- 


LOT Yk 
ores toro 
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*; [C4 108, 


cation to the 
Parliament. 


x Chro.13.15- 
3 Sam 21, 


Ofe, 2. to! th 
Spcciall appli- chat he before cook no, notice © 


A Sermon preached before the 


thereupon to them all, and Gods Admonition after all, brought ir 
ro his remembrance; and then upon ſearch, he found /de{s too, 

otice of; or at leaſt winkt at. So, David 
failed in'the manner of bringing #p the Ark, ( andthe Priefts, 
Levites, and Elders'of the people were in the ſame errour with 
himz) and recovered nor” himſelf ro fee where the fault was in 
three nymeths: And afterward he abidde three jreres famine, yeere 
affer yeere, before he exqhired of the Lord the cauſe of it , who 
thereupon told him ' it was for at O#h. broken , and Innecent 
blond: ſhed ; For whch God would now have J»ftice done upon 
the poſterity ofthe offender. Alſo Zer»bbabeland all theElders of 
the Jews(as was noted before) failed not a lictle in ſo long neg- 
lefting to ſer about the building of the Temple, even though God 
the while ſenc divers jndgements upon all the Nation for it. 
All theſe inſtances ill make it che more neceflary to have this 
ſeriouſly laid co your hearts, that God may have the glory he 
looks tor from you,and that whatſoever you can find amifſe,you 
may the more zealonſly ſet your ſelves to make him (not /arw- 
fation, which Jeſus Chriſt only cat; and hath done ſeffeiencly, 
buc)ſach awerd: as poor creatures and his fairhfull ſervants are 
by his grace enabled unto. And now may I preſume one Repor 
two farther? Topropound according tothe ſubje& of my rext, 
that iris ſpecially requifte, that you conſider, whether yow bave 
done your utmoſt for t = of the Church in this ſad time of ber 
danger and diſtreſſe? 1 ſhall anon ſhew, how great hopes there ate, 
that you are the men whom God intends co uſe as his great in- 


. Aruments in this happy work; theſe thoughts will e you 


for it. Therefore Jet me moſt humbly offer a double quettion 
in ewo words, ——— execution of Iuiice upon the 
Churches enemies: and the #«fning and effedtuall advancing of 
the buſineſſes of Religion. 1. Have not xotoricws offenders] mean 
Idolatrous, Traiterous Priefts, even 4fter reaſons wrged by you for 
their execution, and delivery clan wp into your herds, been in 
ſpared? For which their =  hach weltrequited you ever fince; 
and ſo have others too, Kf your gentlenefſe to many deſpe- - 
tate Delinquents, who have been your priſoners. 2. For the 
other, as there not a time, when nothing you athed was denyed you? 
Might not ſomewhat inchat advantage of opportunity ; brew 66- 


tained 


kept the wheeles goipg ever fince,that have /ong food ſtill for want 
of it? And (incethat ſeaſon, was it not moraly poſſible ro beve fpee- 
ded ſome things more then they have been? 1 know, 1 amnot 
able to fachome the depths of your Buſineſſes, and Hindrances, 
which have been a ntly very many : Therefore I take not 
upon me, ſo mach to be a reprover, as a ancer, Yereven 
che former, could I know things as well as your ſelves do ( or 
may, by reviewing your / ) my Office would not onely 
bear me out in, but even require of we, asthe Caſe may be. We 
have lovg, and too juſtly complained of Prixces being flattered, 
by thera that leaſt ſhould, and bow mach we and they have 
been »»done by ir. Let it, I beſeech you, be your glory(and God 
will make it ſo ) that you had rather be twice jhr,cven with- 
out cauſe, then to want it oxce, when there is juſt cauſe. And 
I leavethis Adviſe, with one word of addition. 


49 
tained for Religion, which hath not been, and which would have Application, 


Uſe 2, 


That if ever after this day, God ſhowld( which if we all ſeekhim Obſc: ve this 
as we ſhonld, even this day, I hope he never will ) ſend yow and P<<ially- 


#s, any affrighting tidings ; As we all muſt, each one for them- 
ſelyes in particular; ſo yow world, both for all us, and for your 
ſelves ſeverally, and joyntly as 4 Body, make diligent inquiry, what 
is Gods meaning in it ? What ins they are, that have provoked 
him ſo againſt us, and you : and accordingly ſee and prattiſe, cach 
one, their daties upon it, 


And foI paſſerothe third Uſe, which is of Exhortation, to al Uſe. 3. * 
and one, to reſolve and prattiſe from hence- forward, the utmoſ# Exhorcation » 


will 


50 


Oe. 3+ 


Speciall Ex- 


horcation to 


Baniſh }1dola- 
uy, 


2 . 
Diſpell igno- 
Fancc. 


Application, will not fail to perſwade them@lves to all things that core - 


4 Sermon preached before the 


wichio their compaſſe, This therefore I earneſtly exborr all to 


Exhorc to hc l> do, now and hereafter . whiles I apply my ſpeech particularly 
the Church #1 2 this cimeunto thoſe, apon whom chis work lies principally, 
ark * becauſe they have the Power and Anthority in their hands: 


Onr Senatoxrs, of the honourable Parliament. 


the Pariiamer. Let me beſeech you, Honourable and Worthy, to remember 


«that you bave beard of the neceffuy of helping the Church, 
that ic may proveks you, and prevailwich you) to pat to 5” a4 
frength, and even venture all things, that you may efetualy 
help the Church, particularly againtt the ca»ſe of alt her dangers, 
fonne. And herein, noe by way of excis/ion of other matters, 
bur of ecifieatien of ſore main thipgs to be looked to;, Let 
me name ſome parti ro you. 

I. Thebeaw wholly, and fer ever. Never rec- 
kon upon the Chuzches ſafety, or the Nations , while any ſuch 
treaſen againli God, is ſo much as winke at in this Kingdom. So 
farre as you do net the «moſt poſſible inthis, Lewalt reil you, you 
are & will begreath wanting to the Churches help. And never fear 
the wy of any perſons, or multitudes, at home, or abroad, 
by your faithfulnefle ro God andthe Church herern. For beleeve 
K, you will run « thouſand times worſe hazard by ſaffering them, 
as experience for the preſent, betides all other things may teach 
you; ſhew therefore your indignation again all the reliques 
and ebjefts, and praftiſers of ic, inall places within your reach, 
as you bave already degwn to do in forme, And manifet 
your zcal and wiſderve, in preparing (ach Laws, againſt thac cur- 
{ed practiſe for the time ro come, As alt the Nation may bear ard 


fear, and do no more fo wicked, Deur. 13. 11, and ſecure the chil. 


dren chat are growing up. | 

2. Difpel ignorance, We are undone by this miſt of infeRi» 
on, ſpecially in the Conntrey. In the Name therefore of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whe will come in flawing fire, taking vengeance on them that 
hnow not 0 9 er 3% 7, 8. In the name of milkons of ſouls, 
throughout the Kingdom, ( of many even in my Congregation) 
whom this black Devill poſlefſes, od whocried out,as he, Har. 
$..29. that we torment them, when we offer but any endeavour 
for their diſpoſſefion ; and which no means m— 
cording 


_ cordingto Man) ean cure, witheat your effeltuall belp: Andiathe 


name of all che faithfull Miniſters of che Kingdome; who preach Uſe 3. 


$1 


ro ſtocks and ſtones in the likgneſſe of men; | cry out unto you , ate Exhect to help 


you this day, for hbelp,belp, 

cular now becanſe ofthe eAfembly, elſe I had rather have pence 
—_— cime uponthis one argumenc,thento havepadl ir over 
ſo briefly. 


loans deverks abeifiet Doodl the impadent ſcorner 


wall belp, I name nothing parti« *64it fins, 


3. 


of godlinefſe and conſcience. Make every word of that kind a Coujure down 
greater reproach to the Speaker, then he can intend it to the perſos the Acheiſtical 
ipoken againft. Make it an aftion of the caſe, to reproach any wich Devill- 


a Nickname for their conſcientiouſnefle to God; and ler ſach pay 
p_ damages and fall cofts ſpeedily, or avy other way where- 
y it may be more effeftually done. And till then , know fora 
certainty » thatthat drreficll chrearning will hang over the Land 
which is recorded, Jer. 2 3. for one kinde of reproach againſt che 
Prophets of God, ver. 33. to the exd,and 1t will otterly drown 
us in deftration whenever ir fals. Alſo withoart a law of thisNa- 
cure,let me affure you , that make what ever Reformation you 
will or can, it will prove inthe ifſue (and even wichin a very 
lictle while 1 doubt ) bur as a wall devbed with wntempered morter 
and crumble all to nothing, and che Chareh can never be helped 
while her g/ory is made her ſhame, and ſuffered to be (o. 
4. Cure Superſtition. There are more tainted with ie then you 
can eaſily imagine; and it is bred and nouriſhr, by every thing 


4s 
Cure Supe: ſti- 


that is cuffomary, (ſpecially amongthoſe that are not thoroughly © 
(chavgh 


infirated) and —— any meer humane ordenance , 
uſefull being rightly aſed) when once any Feciall weight comes 
to be pur upon che meer fg it. And while a root of ſuperſtition 
is nouriſhe in mer, /dolarry will ſoon be graffed vpon it with 
a lictle help, Befides chat a lirtle of this heaven will greatly ſowr 
Mens Conſciences,and in Read of the power of godlineſſe leave no- 
thing but a Form, 1 may noc amplify this ; but 1 hope i will 
be conſidered and confalted of. 

5. Maks all wen feare «ns Oath: * by a more ready and cer- 
tain penalty for rb ſwearmy; * by taking away awmeceſſaryOarhs. 
My foul blefſes you, blefſes God for you , for the taking away 


the Oath of Churchwardens as well as that Ex Officio, and the late 
H 2 Ca- 


Make ail fear 
an Oath. 
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Application Canonicall Oath. Oh doe the like roother Officers, and in U- 
Uſes, niverſities, and Corporations, and Conrts, by canſing a review 
Exhort ro help to be made what Oathes are «»necefary, and how the uſe of chem 
agunſt ſins. may be other wayes ſupplyed, ' And what Oathes you ſee ne-' 
ry to becontinued or added; make them dreadfull, Let them 
be adminiftred ever in an awful manner.,that they may conſider 
what they doe,when they pawn their ſouls and all chrngs elſe; 
that they ſpeak truthand will doe as they ſay. * And ler no ig- 
norant perſon be traſted to ſwear, more then a childe. Bat of that a 
word more anon. I wiil aſe no other motivethen that one, Jer, 
23.10, Becauſe of ſwearing the Land mourneth: the pleaſant places 
of the wilderneſſe are dryed up, and their conrſe is evill, and their force 
z not right,Sothat you do not helptheChurch if you remedy not 

this, what you can; if you did all chings elle. 

6. 6, Make a Law for preaching. There was never any yet, that 
Makea law for I couldever hear of in this Kingdome ſince the Reformation, 
Preaching. which is ſuch aprodigy,ſuch a peece of Laodicean Lukewarmneſſe, 

asI beleeve the like was never heard of, in a Reformed Chr. 
ſtian Kingdom or Church; nleſſe Ireland perhaps too, What the 
effes have been of the want of it,all the world ſees; And to me 

it ſounds among the wort of Owens, that I have heard of ſome 

diſputing againſt juch a law,I will ſay butthis: 1. If God have not 
had di enongh, by ſome mens preachipg againſt Preach- 
ing,hecauſe our Law commanded it not; and by all the reproach 
calt vpon his faichfulleſt Miniſters for their dowble diligence, 

which hath alſo been prohibited the by thoſe that onght to have 

promoted it; And * if the people of God have not by this been 
ſufficiently ſcattered abroad as ſheep without a Shepheard ; and 
corn by degs for leekingtheir food abroad when they had none 
provided for them at home; And” if enough have nor gove to hell, 
under »ypreaching CHinifters, in morerthen eighty yeares: And 
* finally,if God have not put more weight upon this one ordinance 
under the N. T. then all other Miniſterial works together: to teach 
all that have Authority under him to doe the like;to make them 

beſhrew themſelves that preach not the Goſpel; Then let there be 

fill nolaw coenjoyn it, nor for any thing elſe belonging cothe 
worſhip of God, and manc« ſalvation by as good reaſon. Bur if 

«ll be contrary, thenonce more let me call ro Hwnmiliation, for thjs 

| NES» 


negleR theſe eighty yeares and upward; and promiſe my ſelfe, 
that a Reforming P arliament will not,camet but compoſe ſuch a law 
asſhall be abundantly ſufficient for ever hereafter. 


J 


Application, 
Uſe 3s 


Exhore tohelp 


7. Make Simony impoſſible, Toſwear the (lerk, is to ſwearthe *82inft fins 


buyer to prevent a dearth: It isto forbid thoſe that fear a» Oath, 
and ſer open the door to thoſe that dare be wilfuly falſe, And the 
preſent penalties of the ſtatute, doe ſeldome reach cunning chap- 
mn, This I will be bold to ſay, ifevery Miniſter that hath the 
chage of ſoules, and p__ that duty conſcionably , be net 
worthy of all that due, which the law any where allowes him; cake 
it away in God: name, and employ itto a better uſe,if you cas find 
it Out, Bur ifhe be worthy of 1t, by the ſentence of God and 
man both, a high w4j-robber, or one that breaks into 4 houſe ac 
midnight,is not lo great 4» offendor,as a Simoniacall Patron, (whe 
ther he preſents a man otherwiſe worthy , or one that 1s altoge- 
ther unworthy ) and if you make not asſafficient « law againſt 
the one as the other,(I ſay not for the penalty, but which way be 
as effettell or rather more, and ſo ir may be, I durſt andentake) 
you will nomore «»ſwer it ro God, then 1f you made not a ſafhci- 
cient law againft thoſe ontrages , ifthere were none. 

8. Maks Clandeftine Marriages impoſſible, They areſo inthe 


| 8. 
Reformed Churches in France; they may be fo here , when the y4ake Clande- 
King and you pleaſe. It is meer hunsane law,the common law as tine marria- 
-mong us, (not Gods law) that calls it.a @rriage, if two be joy- 8<5 impoſlible. 


ned by a Minifter,(a Popiſb Prieft hath ſerved the turne Jin a 
houſe or room, or place, and at midnight or any time; if with ſuc 
and ſuch worls. Why is ſach a wilde Authority given, to robbe 
Parents of cheir children, and Maſters of their Apprentices, and 
children of themſelves, againt Gods expreſſe word? and no Pe» 
xalty that I know of in our law , upon ſwch a Miniſter , or ſach 
Parties, How many Noble Families, beſides others , have been 
by this Licence ( and that which hath been nexe door to it in 
al.che Licences of Ecclefiaſticall ( owrts, which laſt to this day 
where ſuch di/obedient children will goe ſeek-them ) ſhamed and 
grieved and miſchiefed? This may be remedied inſtantly,ifthe law 
ratify no marriage, but Publike, after Banes, with Parents or guar- 
dians conſent, or ſome higher Power, if they ſhould be Tyrannical 
and alrogether anreaſarable, I am —— the Gentry ha- 
3 ving 


Te 


Make Simony 


impoſhible, 


54 


A Sermon preached before the 


Applicatiov. ving fo ſ(marted by this licence to their children ro be di/obrdiene, 


Uſe 3. have not long fince is Parliament, taken an order for it. But I 
Exborc ie help hope , God hath raiſed ap you at laſt, to do him thu piece of 
againſt fin. (yvice, among a great many others. , 
Sundry pirti- I may not my ſelf upon any more particulars, I will 
= Lone ſum up allche that I have thovghc of, in almoſt as few 
—_ - --- - CO 

, 9. Ke f | ; of G ſou, 3 the 
I Word —_ and preach, prayer, ſinging, Sacraments, puniſhing 
ſleepers, and all ocher r#de perſons. 

10, 10. Secure the Lords day fully , from working , and playing, 
and - wa or ſelling, and as much as may be, from appareme 
idleveſſe. 

Il, Ii. Encourage 4 faithfull Miniftery, particularly with ſaffict- 
ent maintenance for wives and childrev, 

I 2, 12. Secure yoth in the Univerſities, and Schools, with the at- 


moſt of care ; and even in Parents houſes, what you can, ſpecially 
the poorer ſort. The young ones are the hopes or the bane of the 
Charch and State i the next 20, or 10, or 7. years, 

13. Repreſſe drunkenneſſe, by a better compoſed Law then any 
yet is extant, and che haunting of the ſhops of that wickedneſle. 


14. Smuppreſſe altogether, ( and not onely for this time of our * 


calamity ) that trade of nothing but infeition, Players. 
15. (aft more ſhame and wrath upon whoredome, and adultery 


ecially. 

16. Prevent all oppreſſion, injuſtice, fraudto the urmoſt of your 

Wers, 

oo 17. Finally, Set your ſelves, generally, to frame ſuch Laws, 
as may make finners ſooneft weary of fv, and Governours able 
to yoks them with the moſt eaſe that can be conceived. 

And for allthis, letme again remember you, of your late /e- 
lentn, and ſacred Vow and Covenant , both in reference to your 
ſelves, and to the Kingdom. Firſt, as it relates to your ſelves; 
You declare, | That in hnnility and reverence of the Divine Ma. 
jefly, —— Your true imtent is, to endeavour by Gods grace, the 4- 
mendment of your own wayes. | Let theſe words, I beſeech you, be 
ever before your eyes, and upon your heart ; and ler all char 
hear or ſee you, read them in your language, and in yorur _ 

0 


So ſhalt you ly belp the Chareh r holy E x ample, while Application: 
ne wore rn er finde in —— bor ro afford af Uſe z, 
acber peſible bely, with your joyme «Authority, Befides all for- Exhor: to help 


wer ties of Duty, your own voluntary ebligation in this Cove 
nant, iseverto be On, as a moſt mighty engagement, And 


therefore, as yoa look that avy bemefit ſhall come to you, by nan. 


ethers keeping their Covenant ( which youcall them to ) particu- 


larly, for your helpand proteition, without which you know, ac.. Relating ſpe 


cording to ran, youmult be loſt; Bar ſpecially, as you look God 
Gould beh you, unto whom you have, before all the world, made 
io ſolemn an Appeal, and without whoſe help, you know, yow maſt 
infallibly pereſh; ſo be te to this your Covenant every way, 46 
men, REED So you are, and Gin 
int of honowr and refpett you would have men look npon you, 
_ in point of proteiicow, You muſt then, Octrndmes 
do, and will look for it } cavy jour ſelves fo, for all good. If 
any ſhall offer to ſay, they meant nothing in this clauſe of the Co» 
venant, but in reference ouely to their perſonall cariage, and not any 
way concerning matters of publike reformation ; 1 would onely 
this dilewwms to him. Either he hath done well or ill as a Par- 
liament-man, and toward reformation hitherto. /f be have done 
well, doubtiefſe he thar promiſes ro amend inother rhings, ( be- 
cauſe his andthe Nations fins deſerve the judgments that lie upen 


" ws, as the Covenant ſpeaks) cannot but even thereby be enga- 


ged ro perſevere in all good for reformation, and to proceed far- 
therin it, as farre as is neceſſary, as the greateſt matter of im- 
portaxce of all other, and moſt for rhe Churches help. 7f he 
have done ill, then certainly, as that is pers of bis fins, for which 
the judgments are deſerved and infliged , fo can it nor bur be 
3 part of that which be hath direth covenamedto endeavour the 
amendment of, as being among the worſt of his wayer, needing 
amendment. Thus, Beloved, (od hath hold on you every way. 
And bappy is that man, that is willing ts be beld'by God, andrto: 
God, that willin \y engaxes piſeifro bim, 

Now as your Covenaxe ealls in t , toa like vow; 
2s I mnft needs blefſe God for it, in of the good it will do, 
Fhope, in divers, who will be carefall to keep ir in a fairhfall 
endeavour ,to awend: their own wayes as they promiſe : So =_ 
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Application, gard of the wofwull ignorance, foreſpoken of, which is ſpeciall 
Uſe 3. : our ” 4ank 2. people, I ouſt needs confeſſe, So hay 
Exhort to help trembles to think, in what 4 faſhion they will take it. Not at all re- 
the Church oarding the matter of it, bac weerh like brutes, follow the Herd, 
accordingto _ do 4s their neighboxrs do ; take it, or refuſe it, do ſemethmg, or 
nan, nothing for your prote&ion, howſoever, 4s they ſee them de. 
Relating to the But ſpecially for this part , of awrendment of their wayes, what 
Kingdom. poſſibility is there, thatthey canor will be eve jot the better for 
their Vow and Covenant, when they k»ow nothing of God, and 
” 4y nothing of God, nomore then thoſe that never heard 
of him? 
pany t . Ohthenthat you would be pleaſed to conſult with the eA ſem. 
ns IT bly, and that without delay, among your firſt Propoſitions, what 
: Y, - kg . 
for ſome re- | courle is poſſible to be taken, ſpeedily to pur ſome knowledge into 
medy of Ig. thoſe, whoelſe, while you are conſulting of ether matters firſt, 
NOrance. will by h»ndreds, and perhaps by thouſands, die in one part or 
other of the Kingdom, and ſo go to hell irrecoverably. 1 beſeech 
ou inthe bowels of Jeſ« Chrift , and for loves-fake to poor 
ouls, confider and ds it, 
Improve the Laſtofall in this Uſe, Let merecommend to you,. « full in- 
Ailembly, provement of the Aſſembly, now art laſt happily called, and I hope, 
intended by God for a ſpeciall bleſſing to us all, and you too. 
To which end, let me in feyy words make an humble Motion or 
z.By pro- twounto you. One is, That you will be pleaſed to make the plaiſter 
_— - 4; wide as the ſore, The Church hath many woxnd: and grievan- 
tp rethe £08, You have received many Petitions in writing, requeſts in 
Churches grie- Sermons. Satrsfie them all, I beſeech you, ſo farre, as ro conſult 
Vances. of them, and of whatever elſe may be neceſſary to a perfe&t 
healing. You need not fear aus, who can conclade nothing ; nei- 
ther dowe affet# it. You have the Lawin your own hands, to 
conſent, and ordain, as you ſhall ſee caule. 
2.By cngaging 2- That youmay- be the more aflured, we do mean nothing, 
the Miniſters , and ſhall ſpeak nothing but faithfully, Ihumbly wiſh, aprofeſſi- 
tokeepto oy, or promiſe, or _ call it what you will ) co be made by all 


Gods word. * Miniſters, inthe preſence of God, tothis effeR ; That we ſhall 
proponnd nothing , nor conſent, nor oppoſe, but what we are perſwaded is 
moſt agreeable to the ward of God; and will renounce any preconcei- 
ved Opinion, if we ſhall be convinced that the Word of God i ather- 


wiſe, 


Honorable Mouſe of Commons, 37 


and Gods truch,:and/not viRtory or | ſelves: wt Exhort help 

- 3- Finally;rharar leaſt before the diſolwion of the Aſſembly, bs Church by 

there may be liberry givenro Pecctien che diſcuſſing of any thing 5 

chat ly have been emvirredall the while, and nex ar all + Dro lens 
, by either of the Houſes, and yer be fit to be: confi... of Petition to 

dered of, That ſo «1 the work may be accompliſhed ir} Gods 9iſcuſte any 

due time; by the grace of Jeſws (rift; and affiſtance of his Holy 'i9g omicced, 

Spirit to his glory, and his Charches moſt effeRuall help. 

- And ſoI havedone alfo with this Uſe of Exhortation;and with 

= Application of all thoſe Points which have been already hand- 


There are yet behinde two echer Points, which are rhe come- 
forrableſt part of the Texr, and therefore i hope chey will be of 
all che reſt, the leaſt weariſeme; and yet I cruſt withall happily 
profitable, and helping comake allthereft ſo. , 

The 1 . of them, ( which was the fourth inthe firſt nomination, 
but now comes to igagar wa Fpoars, 2s this ; 


- - {Though thoſe who are moſf- ta:he inflrunzews. of the DoBl, 5, 
Churches help, fail her in time of | 
her, ſome way or other, according to G 

Thisis peremprorily affirmed of the Church of God at that wh.c eyer fails 
time, by Afordeca, And the Reafon was, There was an #ade-: the Church, 
niable Promiſe yer remaining.to be fulfilled to the people of the Gods promi- 
Jews, which OR Meſſiah; Chriſt, the Lord \ang <4 help fails 

———_ that flock , of the Tribe of 
Judah, and Family of David. The Chureh was then of Grounde 
thar blefled Birth, And as the feverett Juſtice among mae Tees Fa 
> = + var mT fruitslake, of fhee be knownts be wich 
: whew condenued, till her delivery: So much more was ic 

infallibly certain, that 0 condemwetion ſhould deſtroy this blefſ#d 

omiſed Fruit, by deſtroying the Aother before his birth. In 


ever promiſe there is tobe fulfilled: uncothe e , or avy 
pert or member of it, ſhall be a ſafficieve- ſ#perſedeas; vr re« 


prieve from any deſftruition, though all the World ſhoald ſwear 
the contrary» and therefore, much more though the moft bope- Confirmed by 
fol Infiromencs ſbould fail her in time of need, The Reaſons A<alon- 
brieflyaress © oninme wn SE_ \ 02 ,>fcul | 

i. All 


|. weakned,by 


ſtarcd. 


| 
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DoRts. I, ell Grds words arepure words, Pſal-12..6..4; filver tryed in 
Reaſeni, a Furnace of Earth purifed ſeven times, T er pure, 
a Goduwords ond no dreſt at all eds CIS Faith. 


we pure words. Ev 8yrothe winveſtextent of them, for Things, Perſons, ſubfavce, 
Circumſtance, Time, Place and all; and will accotdingly always 
hold to them wnchengeably. And this ſentence is the tore Rropg- 
ly applyed It ame Pars wy 12, begins with go _ 
aincofwens failing ;and yer inſerting a prowiſe s 
Neon with his ſervants , this is added for aflutance, The 
word: of the Lord are pure words, &'s, And it muſt needs be fo, 
For alfo —- | | 4 
Reaſon 2, 2." Hw'Power i eAlwighty. He can create woanes, ereate De 
He can create {rverauce without means, make the feaFunlikelieft, weff conrrary 
Deliverance by things, ears to effect it; The Scripture abourids wich expreſſi- 
an Almighty ons andinftances to this purpoſe inthe Prophets and holy fie- 
_ ries. I eanove Hand now toparticularize them. 
Reaſon 3, 3- It was his fyvr mot his woaknefſe, that made-him comm 
His lovci»aot *the}2 rodbedp his Churoh; and therefore their neglrt} (halb nog can- 
nor weaken #9-lvve, but racher glorify it. He fav that there. was 
others failings, wenn eefoanaitiyets As #06 onr, ba own 
arme brought ſalvation to him,and hu righteowfneſſt it ſutbained hin, 
:' ſhall comt yo 5 ion; and mito thens thut turn from: trewſrefſeeh, Sai 
the Lird, The thing then is Tate, where ever there is a'promfes 
Now for. the, improvement of this point a0 our benefir: The 
wain fe and work mutt be re make enquiry , whether there be 


Uſe. 


Enquiry aft ang ſuch prone of delrver toner Church and Nittidel ; as 
mile bor et ified etna this or -that> mnav deth , or 


our Church in whoower faves the Chtrch; ww hr'vime of danger nd diftraſſe ;" yes 


| this Nation. Deleverance ſhall wot faile her, but God will raiſe it ny ſome way or 


ather, _... v1 
: Torefolve this 4mporrant queſtion. , let me firſtclear! 
flnte tgand ehen = rn 7 ſuch: gravadras may give ſore 4+ 
what to:build uporrconcerning «x. - | > 290 meme ne hs 
Fitſt theri che queſtion is nor, whether the enemies of the 
The queſtion Chutch may not yer prevail wow xe farther then they have hi- 
therto, ' 2«Nor yet whether they may. not fo farre prevas(e,, as for 
x Negarively. a time, to ſ#ppoſe themſelves abſolute ( onguerowrs; and a” 
AB... 1 $ 


Gods peopleto think rhowſelves P a thinkthe "39 
,» wholl Dottg. 
Clnrch in. this. Nation: to be are pait recover) againe, 
= === 
a Reformation and Prace tor ſore Jer a. 
«reveh from the erach and prevailing 


p ews had. 
Y j728 RN No Nation or tetebteirofany' land I, 
the Gentiles, having any ſuch promiſes , that. the Church of God 

ſhould no be deioped ed andceaſe among them. 
Ye forall thac i am pecſwaded and dye beieove, ard therey 
frrbev 1 ftekrnand doe fpeak,thes there 15:8 /aſfioind promife vorrively, yer 
| = any vo 75 I nd Cherch of Godl a Evgland 2 ſufficient 
deſtroyed or reated ent, as that the true and aff promile ac this 
the feral Pro Jew be dead and buried ae the effi of thy ee 
Preſexs warre, But commacily,ther ſach a Deliverance ſhal c 
2+ tharthisChnret obo ifſve of theſe pteſent croubles \ (hal 
ger a hand; and enjoy 3 bleſed/Reformation.* © - - » 
My ground: are theſs. 1. Though we have nor a Formail 
- promiſe of Deliverance, yet we may have (and have as 1 con- Grounds, 
' ceive) a Ymivalh;and thoughacs verball.one, yet a reall. 
HE ». When wehare an coo ,Deliverancevouctffaſed ro 
ran vurerigds who retro 2 Srewall Pro 
wiſe of like favoar roar ſelves,” Sommgch faith Naowesr little By example 
maid had, chart þecauſe Els had donemnany awracles, he conld P-riicular, 
and erould care bee Matieraf ———_ '2 Kingy 543 yon 
cd choug 
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Dobi. 5, 


our Charch 


the word ex- 
prefles, 


ing Church 
never wholly 
tranſplanced, 


4. A reform- | 


whether we conſider the Reformation to be the Feciall 


| A Sermin preached before the - 


chough he never had cared any of that particular diſeaſe of rh 
which is moſt remarkably arwacer Lake 4. tag 


Application. 

Enquiry after And doabtlefſe Chrifis curing the woman of the bloody rſne, was 

2 promiſe for by him meant ad virtedl promiſe, thar woald revive Jar 
* danghier, Mark 5. Indeed, becauſe diverſity in the perſons may 


very _—_ "uw no dr examples are in the loweft de. 
ce of virtuall promiſes, and yet they are not nothing, According - 
; it ix not notbing;that God in a very Hikecoſe (liker then either 
of thoſe'now noted) hath granced deliverance 'to Scorlend, It ig, 
at _ probable), that he meant that, as a'vir=al promiſe to 
England, - , | | 


3. No Church y, ButT rake ic fora much ffronger ground, and more un- 


ore { 4 ' 4, 5 | 
—_— doubted; That the word of God, inthe Story, and inthe threatning 


together, hath aw epitome of all that God will do tolis Church, plan. 
ted in ary Ngtion, And that God will never deal more ſeverely 
with Nationall Charch, then his Word ( which 4 everyway 
moſt ) relates orthreatens, Therefore if ic cannot be found 
in che Seripture ,”thax(God'did ever bring. deflrattion wyou his 
Chareh planted in 4 Nation, or caniplant his Charch wholly out 
of ſach'a Land, while they were in ſuch a condition as our? ie, then 
will he not doir now. But contrarily, if he hath abvazes, in foch 
a caſe as ours is now., afforded his' Chureh deliverance , this 1 
beleevero be a very ffrong promiſe, that he will afford us thelike 
now, © Logicians (ay, that even one example of a thing, and wo 
inſtance to the contrary, is a ſufficiext argument, And if it hold 
not in Scripture examples, (when nome of a divers kinde can be 
produced ) I know not what uſe can be made of the greateſt ex- 
amples of ; 48 meer examples, which yet were all written 
for our learning, (ava Scriptures are.) that we throngh patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures G_ hope, Rom. 1 5. 4. | 
4+ In ſpeciall, if God did wever deſtroy a ns Nation, 
never wholly tranſplant a Chereb ; then will be not ds | 
tom, becauſe we are ſach. And forthisthere'is ſpeciall Reaſon, 


God, and little of the N ation init ;a8in Jofiabrtime, God _ 
it by a ſpeciall work upon the King, who-ſaw all done himſelf, 
and the people ſhewed /irtleconcurrence in it ; yet God , 
anddid carry it through. Becauſe he char loved the people fo wel, 


r,C » 


% 


= 


-Chrift. 4. Purity © life and converſation, 5. Particularly, che 


ems Jo Kron oo $010 begin force in . CER 


it, and not let ic altogether come to »er os 

( wh Recver bers Anher nd Rare ney 2H a pomefer 
by the peoples bands, a3 it was in He w—_ our Ghurch, 

Reloodonn 2 Chow. 30.1. Here again the ſamereaſon holds, 

He who loved the Nation'fo welly as co pat fach' a of 

race into then} wouldinot let that fail Berhexnade \,. 

the work poiſer i their haride.gnd bo evennie bindted them, _— 


And-riow to apply this to our ſelves: 1, If ever a Nation, #* ;. we are a 


in affliction and danger, were a Church and reforming 
«ion, we are ſuch; andchar in all the — Church ua aſl 
1: Forpuricy and clearnefle 'ofermb of Purity **** of refor- 


of fed from all fopertrions and mans devices. ana "a 
odors hoe che Ordinances of God 3. Purity of Charch 
, and 4 , accordi n-the wont and catd'of 


Sabbath: ſanttification, the greateſt pledge of tos Nation, 
andco ourse | pat mr" nr, —_ 58113414. 
All this Reformation, we apparently labor and 
ſoaredoubrlefle a reforming Church and Nation _ ſhall noe 


be deſtroyed at this time. x 
2. All this is friven for, not fi for the liberty private :. Thislaboul 
=! _ ror $4 wars red for, for all 


perſons, that they may be free from CR = 


ty of God, and the ſaving of ochers 
Whieh diſpoſition of his ſervants, —_ above all ſelf-re+ 


Fpetts, God doch highly cfteem, andſo will o__ 6, wich proſpe 
row ſuceeſſe in the iſſue. 
3, This Reformationy Gods G—_ have frives for, and ; Srivemſor 
paated after, Miniſters and , eighty years rs regatber, work —__— 
or lefle; andhave <ppewrd for i, ina or perty, 4 
not joyned and «fficiated as now, by-the happy adv 
this Parliament 3 and have been mach-perſecuted, even 
Avd therefore now when God hath;given them 10 @texyps - 
they, avd with more hopes, and greater beginnivgs then ever bes R 
fore, He will 'noc now, «* ths time, give them wboly over to p_— 
enemies, toruin all «tterly, 10) reformation 


4. The rather, ———— .- - am 


A Sermon preached before- the 
.,c* Yokea, eo dy tbe ofre and. A fore in one 
'% pointſomey in avcther,. They: prexepd*Cas was nated before: ) 
RE > las, far = 1746 tefermed Precefiaes: Religiove Bur-:(\ex6<pt 
' 1 aneeals about (oremarina and the like to-r4der., conſriences } 
 _ theyevidrnty oppoſe fea further reformation;thep was in Queen 
ak Taboo —_— o pn ofa 
a ' tO purpoſean vour of g 
through refermeien; There God: will. 


part againii his people, but nr bh peplaptint binenemies, io the 
6 leaſt, ingiring themehe Reform jon comtended 
7 We have 5+ He hath ſhewed 4 greater {ow tothis Nation for 


been his dar-  Ighty years and more togerher, wag in the Chriſkean world, 
ling Church. ini raiſing up -{a-many exrnfert key, for powerfull preaching, 

| ind for borbdefe of life, above ail orher-Churehes, and given vs 

above allothers alſo, the Deftrine and preftiſe of his boly Sb 

bath, And all this, noewithſtanding our-Nationall grievew pro- 

neectons forgamenioned> Therefore when pow the Nation is 

working ime; the: heſt way of beipg generally. better, he will nor 

'thera to become way irroroucr bly; for continuance worſe; 

But rn this time; ; teychewhole Nation - with a genevell Ko 


. God hath " « Hine hath mainh and manifeſtly given the firſt hoyer of 
__ given. this; Bec yu A up notthie. defirexoneſy, bac: the expaation of 


hivſervants; by wayes. _ Sn their connivances, and won- 

dilly Fond ver ver , ordered þy himſalf. And 

Particularly, Pamely, marvellous much by ann». plots and coun- 
by turning ſely; eprned y — AS 1. The attenepe aganfþ Req» 


encmics plots ligion and Li erties both together ; whereas if a, #5. al 
| — ken cither alove, they nexcr in likelihood hadinad any ea/eera- 
Ives wiye* blo:pory appearing againithem, ay now is by anitivy the' patri> 
ots:and realtors both in. one, and ſhewing to either, the nweſiry 
co Copland Frjmds lo grbeng bed, hey oak el 
08; and & ing ati 
neither. 3.0" Yer begraning: firſt with Southend, -14- 1mopoſ# \PapifÞ 
———_ them the mare: mavifefily, who mere more wnpations of 
Poperythen exr Nation 4s ;and fo provoking them to fiapdaup- 
. On cnthaks. vard, & link themſelves ina Netionel. ( ove- 
chem hich allo ranch their rewvgrr wpen we, 
4. Breaking 


A 


& 


emnignibe 
refs/t ws be RS 


they meant fo by this, as ſoon as the Peace was tureſe llgd 

= e the per of this Pariemenebyo low f { worry © 

ny mangiverr \ iFthey ſhould GED ON 
in I -any more Ar now 

have ) = the rwo Armies in the = way elfero be 

payed, firced the ye 1 it, . 6, Before this, 7 bay ri bg 

Conldorats gongatef | 

s but 1o begin 


ply the in rangely 
be choogh thea i may be, 9a magncd 
any fc thing ): th emeratadetdhs 


X Their ptotti ;a64 py 
CE TE pe 
Conntreys, making the arr for reformation appeli?' tas. 
more weeefſary, and ſo become rhe more. | 
ae 4 - f pmrdy dr rr erey TR b%- 
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© 26 Tie ing amven gudiatstvw brought, ab 
before eo Refarmatioh; ah hs Peanrt and ere pnns | 
"Woe norts renee ues | 1 

# ever abuſes ro onveleſſe noglets, w wel io 

- the geed of ir, OCONEE eeoding 
took Exits 7 14 2370 [1310 VT) ON "4 WIL 8H Vo 

Buc I nn ” Objaiodnee, Fife: Infeddef Objed. r. 

ben ( (ay we ſex 4 Alt in 

mm ng =, 
bricied in their. agdied ages: Slexbes, 
bercinifmeabount.! > 105 15 7B akon A 

This is rhe worſt to bs (aid; Yer way: deaed Aves eAnſwer, 


% {t was rorr s Rt foradht It with is Ys! a 
ny = Worries bo inthe very Prbve Chocel, Got car- Y Ih 
riedon che __ aad (o@-hewillwow; OA ay 2. 


greater 
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our Church. 
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© pins}. Thain dennis 


4 Sermott preachell before the 
geatir then the caſe, The diftraRtions of the time, leaving all 
at liberty, gllappear in their worſt Pofluce, ( yet there are many 
ſober (Hl and pious undeniably ) ard. moſt. of them will be ſoon 
qreledly «god cri, Thrie things 'are pot long-lived, bur 
whenthey are ler alone.” | 3. Their ſbewing themſebves, will make 
the Reformation more compleat./ ——_— cauling good: Lawes. 
4: 00+ 3 ney 35 DET rhe warre, to cut off many, 
that would «b»ſe 4 peace, Þ 198. | BS 
. ThenmioftearneR for Reformation (ſay others) are ſo divided 


" Inopinions, as they will never «gree, and fo all will come to 


vothing,. 

+." This isalfo a great grief and danger, But x. For thi the 
«Aſſembly through Gods bleſſing, any be, and will be, 4 heppy 
remedy. And whereas men object again, that alſo as unlikely; I 
bidthem;,Proy,pram; and net prophefic, 2» Since they all ( and all 
that prexend to Reformation } profeſſe to hold ro the Word ; when 
things come to be debated bythe Word, there will, I doubt nor, be 
found mere agreewert inthe iflue, then any one thought of be+ 
-{912.3.06.47 leak, a wegef refolntion not to difiarb the Churches 


Bur what ſay you to the hilling of the two Witzeſſe: ? May not 
that be to ws apo now creating and where is.then 
your, confidence, > Irowviſes yout ATTY TIT 
+ 1+.) Whetherche.two Witneſſes be lain or nog; I will not at 
the preſent-ſo much as offer my Opinion, for divers reaſons, The 
_—_ yes I can fully —— _ nr _ its 

amely, ying—. 2. 1f this. be the time of their killing, ere 
this _ end ; ets my confidence moſt Sn and ng have 
4a wot full verball promiſe, ( which is more then I ſaid before) 
T hat - England. fhall _—_—_ loſe the Goffel, wor the Church, at this 

-limited clearly: , to three dyes and a half, 
( that is ſomany years) and then they certainly r1/e ag«iy, and 
aſcend into, lyaven, which'eannor fighifie lefſey, then a moſt glert- 
04 and bleſſed Reformation, at the cloſe of all the foregoingevils; 
which fally anſwers both my Dodtrin; and Application. 

I. have now onely the (xt and laſt Point ro bandle, namely, 
| [ There 4 great hopes, that thoſe who are — raiſed my 
#0 4 ſpeciall opportunity of ſervireableneſſe of the C Wo 

| tt 


Honoable Houſe of Cumnans, =” 6 
rended by God to procure ber help, if they will themſelves, and be Dott. 6; 


he phraſe inthe Texr, Who knows? is uſuall in Scriprure, —_—y 
PF: to bope, if nor altogether certainty, Jonah 3, 9. Feel 1,111 ho ute 


2, 14. And with this, Afordec«i intends te por courage and com- to help the 
fort into Efher, ro whom he ſpake before in a threacning Rraip, Chuch. 
not wilingh, but as apprehending a weceſſity, And the bitterneſſe 
of that Plil.be remper;and allays with chis Cordiall; The'in af SISEY 
likelihood, if ſhe would venture ſelf for the of God, ac= $Scripruce 
cordivg to their necefſty, and her duty, ſbe ſhowld be the perſon, phcale. 
uſed in the delrverance ; and that her extraordmary ſtrange advance. 
went ts be Queen, was intended by God, for this very end, And the —- = by 
Reaſons are very fair for it, I 

I. God is moſt wiſe, «nd deth nothing 'in vain. Now it would Rcuſon x. 
at leaſt /eew to be ip vain,.that whena work « ts be done, He Erom Gods 
ſhould extraordinarily fir an infirumenc for it, and then wet im» wildome, 
ploy that inſfirument, unlefle there prove ſome to be ſome ſpecial 
feiling in that inſtrument, in the meantime, Indeed, if ſuck an 
—_ inſtrument 4p, or grow crooked, He may with —_— Though he caſt 

ſ ders, lay it by altogether, or for a time, 1. That all ſachmay afide warping 
be humble, and alcribe nothing 19 thewſelves of their firnefſe, \Rcumens 

firength, or ſucceſſe, bur «ll 19 God. © 2. And that thoſe thar OS 
look at the moſt hopefull inſtruments, ſhould not idelize chem, 
and forget God, by mrafing too much in them, or applying our 
ſelves to them too much, ( =eg/efting God ) as we are greatly apt 
ro do. Bur if they perſevere in Soon, no reaſon can (by 
us at leaſt ) be conceived, why ſhould refuſe rouſe them, 
in that work which is to be donecertainly ; namely, the belpof 
his Charch in defþerate dangers, 

2. God is pleaſed to do thus, to ſhew that He hath no fick/e- Reaſ. 2. 
weſſe in him, He is not weary of an infirament, which he hath From Gods 
CC long uſed, much lefle when the great time of #/ng them comes. — 
Onely ( as before ) he will not bave any chi tied toany 
that ſhall carry themſelves untowardly, ſpecially i» any vifible 
manner. And yet he alſo vouchſates ſometimes to everleok, a Grey mani- 
great many failings, in thoſe chat are hx own. Of which:cheir fcſic in over. 
humiliation,repentance,and amendment, may be a pledge, looking ſun= 
þoth to chomſelves,and others to0.Aas far «s it & 4s viſible as their ©) fulings. 

K failings 4 


—_ 
_ 
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DoF, 6, failings have been viſible. So, though God ſaw fir to lay afide 
Hopes thatex- Coſes, fora particular viſible failing, ( yet ſpecially for the types 
5 more y ſake, toſhew that the Low _ us Dot to Canaan, but Joſbnah, 
hall be fea Je/# ) yetrailing up Foſhnab in his ſtead, he carrieshim through 
tohelp the the work, thangh he alſo had his failing, in not (ſearching intime 
Church, - for eAchan. So after God had cait off Savt , he fo afliſts Da- 
vid, ( notwithſtanding his failings = as when he died, 1/acl 
was delivered from all enemies round about, and ro adverſary 
left unſubducd, 1 King.5.3,4. Ando afterhehad the ſecond 
rime ſeron Zerubbabell, and Jeſhna, upon the work of his Tem- 
ple, ( after their long lingring ) he carries it on by their hands, 
and ſo promiſed them, Hag. 2.4, Zach. 4.7- 9. And pecially, 
having raiſed up Fairhfll Nebewiab extraordinarily, ( who yer 
acknowledges he had need of ſparing, according to the greatneſſe 
of Gods mercy, Neh, 1 3.22,) he was contimnally with him, and 
mightily profFered him, for his Churches good every way. 
Reaſon 3, 3- God doth this uſually, ro excomrage, both ſuch infira- 
To encourage ments to exgage them/elves to the utmoſt for him ; and others, to 
- ws __ > Aſſociate themſelve1ts ot perſons, as to Sandards by him ſer up, 
f "to revive, unite, and firepgthen his people, The faith of the 
beſt is nor ſo- Rrong, bur it #eeds experimental enconmragements, 
as well as genera promiſes, For whichend ſpecially, the Sers- 
prwre examples of detiverances are recorded , which yer would 
Rand in very little Read, if extraordinarily raiſed, and fitted inſiru- 
wents ſhould be »ſwally caſt by and nor nſed. Nature hath ſeen 
\ this, and ſo made a Proverb, That an Army of Harts, if led by 4 
Liam, may be vittoriow, The diſcovery of ſomewhat extraordi= 
nary in-any Leader, ſeemsa promiſe of luccefle; which mightily 
raiſes the ſpirits of thoſe that follow,who elſe were ready to droop 
and fall away. 
Real! 4, 4. The manifold Promiſes of bleſſing to the Church, and 
"The promi- ſyceefſe to thoſe that engage themſelves ſar it, intime of dapger, 
ar 1.1. do fall moſt frongh to the ſhare of ſuch Eminent, and extraordi- 
pers, belong Darily raiſed perſons. To hin that hath (hall be given, and he ſhall 
fixſt to ſuch, have abundance, He thar had five talents being faithfall, is bleſt 
with: the gain ef five wore, and hath the a»profitable ſervants 
talent caſt in belides, Hart, 25.28, 29, Lyke 19. 24, 26. Inſo- 
much that —. 
5+. Finally, 


_ very delgjes have their cauſes «ſigned, or atleaſt they may be 


Honourable Houſe of (ommons. 6 ks 


5. Finally, ſcarce av ( if any.) example can be given, of any Dott, 6, 
ſuch hopes diſeomeinced, bu the m towit, their failing in == Reaſ, 5. 
main point of duty, hath been as manifeſt as their diſappointment. Nodilappoint» 
We finde it in Sev, x Sam, 13.15. avdeven in Adoſes ( and ent recor- 


ded, but ſome 


eAaros ) their unbelief, Numb. 20, Nay , not {© much but the cauſe aſhgned. 


gathered. God expreſſly chides the Jews fortheir neglect, Hag.r. 
And hethar ſhall diljgently obſerve the time that the Temple was 
in hand, before eArtaxerxes Decree , ( ſpecially it 1t were 
eArtaxerxes Longimani« , as many think) or even let it be 

Cambyſes, or Smerdi the Mage );will lee cauſe to thipk, they 

made but ſlow haft with it, when they. had liberty enough. So 

that delay in Joſbwa's time, was plainly for want of enquiry after 

eAchas; and doing juſtice on him ; and the fop of the cArk 

from Jeruſalew, was a wrong order taken in the carriage of ic, 

which occafioned VUzzabs mediing beyond bis calling, and Gods * Ciro.r;.-1g 
breach apon him for it.- But where we finde none of theſe miſ- 

carriages, the inſtruments proſper in their undertaken work for 

the Churches help and good. 

The Uſe of this Point is at onceto Exconrage, and wars the Ofc. 
Parliament, ( and all Prime Inſtruments ) ts continue in fajthful- Encourage- 
nefſe for the Churches utmoſt help. You have heard inche former primo he 
Point 5 that Deliverance and enlargement (hall ariſe f apa Way Or he faithful co 
ther, This tells you, There is greas hopes, Yan are the men God the Church, 
imends to wſe in it, To this purpoſe conſider : 1... What grea ,_ | 
things God hath already done for you: 2. What by you. Lwill From whar 
onely name ſome heads ( for your meditations ) though they de- God hathal- 
ſerve the deſcant of Volumes, _ done for 
. I. Tour comming to the amthority you are inveſted with, and } 7, your atk« 
ſo power to help the Chorch, was more ffrange ( all things confi- thority given.) 
dered )then Efther: comming to be Q#cen. 1. That «yy Par. 
liament ſhould be called. 2: That {ach 4 Parliament (hould be 
choſen. 3. That before the eAF of continuance, it ſhould ap- 
pear a ruin to diſſolve you as formerly. 4, Bur ſpecially, thac 
auy ruis was not hazarded, rather then the pallng Boe AT of 
continuance ( an AQ of ſuch wonder, as we can icarce beleeve 
our ſenſes, our experience, our vderſiandings, that it is credible, or 
poſſible.) All this makes up your autbority and power to _o 

K 2 t 
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Dott, 6, © the Church, incomparable beyond all your Predeeefſors, 
Application 2, The preſerving your authority in the hearts of men, after ſo 

2 Preſerved. many inveRtive «fperſions, and in the midſt of ſo many 4 

ties, even in the hearts of many looſe men. Whom alſo your 
enemies carriages have as much alienated frem them. 

3. Your per- 3, Towr famons preſervations from the Northern Army, the 

lons preſerved. armed (valiers, the late Conſpiracy, and all other «trempts of 

fraud, or force. 

4. Speciall 4. The gradaall vittories, and deliverances obtained by thoſe 

yiRorics, imployed by you, and for you, ſome of them of ſingular re- 

mark, and imporrance ; particalarly Marchefter, preſerved from 
force, and Briſftoll from treachery ; beſides ſundry other Towns , 
that ſhonld have been betrayed. 
5. Helps at a 5. Towr bring helped often at a dead lift, Your adverſaries have 
dead lift. ſcoffed at ir, But you have fonnd it, thar as oft as you have been 
at a ftand, God hath afforded ſome <;ſcovery, or ſome vittory, to 
ſet the wheeles agoing again. 
C. Spicituall 6, Yowr ſpiricnall betpe beyond all other Parliaments. Such po- 
a werfall preaching ſo neer you, ( and all the City over ) ſpecially 
Jour monethly Faſts, never the like in any Age. 
75. Armicscof 7+ An Army, many armics of projers all the Kingdom over, 
prayers. more for ___ both from hope, and fear ) then ever for avy of 
r Predeceſlors. 

8.Growthin $8, That which makes all the reft moſt hopefull, that all theſe 

zeal by all. hings together, Mercics, and Dangers, atd Deliverances, and 

means of grace, have made you grow in zeal, for God and bi 

(burch. Wirnefſe your Protefttion, Declarations, your begin- 

nings of reformation of Idolatry, Superſtition, Sabbath- break- 

ivg, ſcandalonus Miniſters, your late Covenant, and calling the 

Aſembly. What new mans God by all this ? Bux that you ſhonld 

think He loves you, and means to #ſe you farther, for his glory, 

if you will your ſelves, and be faithfull. And that as oft as you are a- 

2 Ffraid,leftafterall you ſhould bedeftroyed;you ſhould enconrage 

From what your ſelves as Manoah: wife did her hnsband ; f the Lord were 

od hath pleaſed to kill wa, he wonld not have done ſo,and ſo to *,Indg. 1 3.23. 

| hae 2, For confider alſo what he hath dene by yow, in one word. Doe 

ing effeuall butexcept that you ate not yet delivered, and that you were to 
eANCS. be brought into dangers & troubles; Phat one main thing have you 
at 


attempted or the war,or for the( burch,wherin you have not Doi. 6, 
_—_ jewyr-/ wir aſffted,'te a remarkeable deere I cannot 
havecime co name particulars. But your Jowrnalls and Records Encourage- 
will tell you, _ I —_ you, wy and m_ fun md ware 
that chey ma t hearts , and hands agai Fa- > 
ir ke pretins Ins Bo fray on, Pallment 
vaxcement to hearten her, You haveall her experience and ſac. 
ceſle, beſides your own,to encourage you. You may poſſibly be 
in greater danger then ever yer. But I think, hardly in ſuch, 4s the 
ape tym pm perature) "er Or was 6 
x 4 leſſe (1 all is alike, in propriety © With the Al- 
mighty ) to deliver you , and ua by yow , then the Jewes by Efther, 
Benot then afraid of your enemies and the Churches, Fear nor 
to provoke them in your jaft defence. Tov canne wey wore expoſe Therefore fear 
Jour ſelves to them, then by fearing then, and ſo complying with thens, n* cnemies {0 
The Church isto be belped againſt chero , which canner be, if 2562 comPly 
ou fear or fayourthem, Once more therefore let me remem- "OED 
bon you of your engagements moſt ſolemnly made in your former 
Proteſtation and late Covenant about this; and to afſure you, that 
God will certainly require both the one and the «ther, of yon. You keepto 
_ _— foundi yes even a place ) __ the Proce ſtark 
ng 4 wpon Jon, wha avenge t lt of my ({ ove- on and Cove» 
ws 77. 26, 2 "Take heed of that. You ; cm” het at help nant. 
by the Peoples cleaving to you, according to their Proteſi ation,and 
look for more by this Covenar,, I be you, doe not forfeit all, 
by failing of your part. As yon deal, yow muſt expelt to be dealer 
with herein. Which however it wonold be foful! i rhemchar 
ſhould break their obligation, though you ſhould break yours;yer 
would it be moſt juſt with God, Let me then prop you in bis name 
(whe may command you,)that when ever we ſhall be ſo happy, . 
as that it 15 ſeaſonable to treat again, that you admit not, much leſſe 5peciilly con 
interpoſe, any article , to doe otherwiſe or leſſe then your Proteftation ſulc wuh them 
and Covenant. Upon the debare,let them be read over,and ſcamed in any Treaty, 
carefully,how « 25 and any morron agree, and keepto your rules. 
Having ſ#ch cla»ſes, as they have , you will find them co afford 
juſt Liberty enough: Bot in the reſidue ro be more wnalrernble to 
you, or by you, thenthe Lawes of the Medes and Perſians, 1 am 


no [ndge , nor ever ſhall be , nor ever defire ro be » whar isthe 
K3 mez- 


| ”0 A Sermon preached before the 


Doft. 6, meaning of —__ ſhment, in the Proteſtation, farther then 

Application. belongs troa Hmiſter of the Goſpell, and Word of God. Bar 

Eucourage- I again beſeech you, remember that you are tied to do according 

nn —_— to that in the preſence of Almighty God. Interpret it , with 

—— ic as much favour, and with as. much charity as you can to+ 

| " wardany.. But there is a fad. ſertence, 1 Kings 20,42, which 

| he was «vgry to hear, to whom it was pronounced, verſe 43. 

Bur he found ir tr«e to hiscoſt three yearsafter, when it ſeems 

Aking Gods he had «lrogetber forgotten it, x Kings 22. Therefore, 1 hum- 

conſent about bly entreat you, to ask Gods conſent firſt, whether he will ſpare 

pardoning fuch, or ſuch, or pardon them ; and if He will not, Tew muit 

bclinqaents. pox, And next, conſult not onely with your own ſaferics, bur all 

theirs you are entraſted with. The Land, the Church, Religion, 

Laws, thouſand: that have helped you : Conſalc with their good, 

( though pot with all cheir perſovs): and then you will ſee, whar 

you muſt do with Delinguents, Yon ſee, I meddle with no par- 

ticulars, becauſe I am »o State;-man. Onely St. Pawl bids me, 

Heb, 13.3. Remember thoſe that are in bends, as bound with them, So do 1 you, 

: os gr. "S and beſcech you, to take as effettnall a comrſe as may be, that Gods 

moe for Priſoners, riſoners, at Oxford, andelſe where, may be better 
in priſon, for P $, Jour Þ | ny 

helping you & #ſea, or if it be | ma delivered, , | 

the Church, And now if you will be reſolute, and faichfall ro God, and 

for God, and his people,; I am. ſo far «ſſwred of your ſafety and 

ſaccefle, in the iflue, that I deſire xo other (helter on earth, for 

ſecurity, then you ſhall heve-generally, as a Body, 4s a Parlia- 

ment. 1 may miſcarry alone, thongh you eſcape : and multicudes 

of us, m#ſt miſcarry, if you ſhould be ruined, Bur I am confi» 

dent, Tow ſhall not, mor Gods { anſe in your hands, rf you hold 

The viRories our in integritys 1 confeſſe, I-am once grieved and aſhanicd, 

_— the old | read the vittories Gods people obtained is the Old Teftament, 

Teamec of who yet were net wichout ſerve failings, but the beſt of them, 

denc of the men ſ«6jeft to bike poſſions as we are ; and ſoir was the Covenant 

like, if we will of Grace, not Works, whereby they obtained ſuch Deliverances : 

be faithfull. a nd chen tothink how ofren Gods people, under the New Teſta- 

ment, «ud now, are defeated, and pur rothe worſe. The truth is, 

we are worſe in our hearts and lives then they, or elſe weſhould 

have 4s m4), and as great viftories, ( except miracles, but not 

excepting wenders ) asthey ever had. And if wecan yet art lat, 


learn 


lea be «4 Has they, ( G and P when 
proffered, I <lbe vols o —_ We ſbal cap pre _—_ 


feat more, 


And now I cloſe up all, with that enconragi of holy 
Jehoſhaphat, to his great Councell of rr tomg 19.1T, 
Deal conragiouſly, and the Lord ſhall be with the good, 


FINIS. 


Die Mercuri, 28. Funi, 1643. 


þ is this Day Ordered by the Houſe of Commons, 
that Sir Oliver Luke, do from this Fdowſe return 
thanks to M. Palmer, and M. Hill to M. Carter for the 
great pains they took in the Sermons they this day preached, 
at the intreaty of the Houſe of ( ommons, at S. Marga- 
rets in the City of Weſtminſter, being a day of Publike 
Humiliation,and that they defare them to Print their Ser- 
mons. And it is Ordered that no man preſume to Print 
the ſaid Sermons, or either of them, but whom the ſaid 
M. Palmer, and M. Carter ſhall authorize under their 
hands in writing. Hen.Elſing,Cler.Parl.D.Com. 


T appoint John Bellamie and Ralph Smith to 
Print my Sermon. B 
HERBERT PALMER, 


New York 


Library of the 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMIN A RY 


Errara, Pog. 16.line 28, for 49. read 40. p. 37. 1. 23. for haye r. having. 
p.39-l.1.for had r.hath. P-45-1.13.after Prophet, r-complain, &1n the mar- 
gent, for 1cr,5.9.r, Eſay 5.35. p. 50.1.36,for cried x, crie, 


